24/ 06/ 2002

Dr M nust stay, say unions and business conmmunity

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - In a show of solidarity, Milaysians fromall wal ks of
life today expressed the hope that Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad woul d continue to | ead the nation and the people. Insisting Dr
Mahathir's services were still required, they not only urged but even
prayed that he would stay a little longer as their nentor and | eader

Leading the plea for Dr Mahathir's return were the one mllion-odd civil
servants, the backbone of his adm nistration

Cuepacs, the unbrella body of civil servants unions, hoped that the
Prime Mnister would not | eave when the nation was headi ng towards greater
chal | enges, especially in the advent of globalisation

"We pray that he will continue to |lead and guide us ... The whole world
recogni ses his | eadership and capability and he is accepted by everyone,
irrespective of race, religion or social standing.

"Internationally, Dr Mahathir is a positive contributor and chanpi on of
t he workers, his pro-labour stand has won the hearts and m nds of the
wor kforce all over the world," Cuepacs president Datuk N. Sivasubramani am
sai d.

Siva said he would | ead a del egation of union | eaders to express their
support to the Prime Mnister when he returns fromhis holiday.

Mal aysi an Trades Uni on Congress president Senator Zainal Ranpak, while
expressing relief that Dr Mahathir had agreed to continue, said that the
Prime Mnister hinmself nust reassure a "shocked” nation that he will be
around to guide Ml aysians into beconming a respected race.

"The entire nation is shocked with Dr Mahathir's decision to retire, and
if the Prine Mnister holds on to it, it would be the single greatest
| oss, not only to Mal aysians but to all devel oping nations and the entire
devel opi ng worl d.

"When he spoke at the International Labour Organisation forumrecently,
the world listened to himbecause he is enbraced as a "voice' of
devel opi ng nations, the discrimnated gl obal workforce and the poor,"

Zai nal stressed.

He said Mal aysi ans, especially the workforce, with the right frame of
m nd woul d not want to | ose a | eader of such calibre and clout in the
i nternational arena.

Zai nal pointed out that in his years of service, Dr Mahathir, had
ensured social justice, a credi ble econony and a conduci ve environnment for
Mal aysi ans to excel in any chosen field.

"Sacrificing popularity, he stood out for the conmon benefit of al

Mal aysians ... be it the opposition parties, the M-, Wrld Bank or the
super powers.
"He had read the poem Perjuangan Yang Bel um Sel esai ... | wonder why he

wants to | eave when the struggle in not over yet," the veteran trade
uni oni st asked.

Top officials of the Chinese business conmunity are keen to neet Dr
Mahat hir to personally convey their wi sh that he continues to | ead the
country to greater heights.

Associ at ed Chi nese Chanber of Conmerce and I ndustry of Ml aysia deputy
secretary-general, Datuk David Chua, said Ml aysians should view what
transpired at the Umo Ceneral Assenbly positively.

"Hi s announcenment to resign is rather untinely as the business community
as a whole still needs Dr Mahathir's able stewardship since there are



still many unfinished issues in the agenda,"” Chua said.

Chua said that the Chinese business conmunity was united behind Dr
Mahat hir as they were grateful for the Prime Mnister's efforts in |eading
the country for the past 21 years.

He highlighted Dr Mahathir's zeal and statesmanship in defending
Mal aysi @' s economi ¢ i ndependence and steering it away fromthe full brunt
of the 1997 regional financial crisis.

He had done this through unorthodox financial measures, including
i mposi ng sel ective capital controls and pegging the ringgit at RvB.80 to
the US dollar despite being chastised by the international market.

The capital controls proved to be crucial for it gave the Ml aysian
economny breat hi ng space and enabl ed the introduction of expansioni st
mar ket policies to stinmulate the econony which had sonmewhat ground to a
hal t then.

As a result, Ml aysia cane off better fromthe crisis conpared with sone
nei ghbouring countries which despite receiving funds fromthe
I nternational Mnetary Fund experienced social chaos and debt.
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