23/ 06/ 2002
Dr M persuaded to stay on (HL)

Nur ai na A. Sanad

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad t oday shocked the
nati on when he suddenly announced his resignation fromhis political
posts. He later w thdrew the decision when persuaded to by Umo suprene
council menbers and his famly.

VWhen he nade the totally unexpected announcenent to quit at the end of
hi s wi ndi ng-up address, his voice choked with emotion. Dr Mahathir is Umo
presi dent, Kubang Pasu division chief, Umo treasurer and Bari san Nasi onal
chai r man.

H s announcenent was i mediately received with shouts of protest that
reverberated t hrough the Merdeka Hall of the Putra Wrld Trade Centre,
where the annual party assenbly was about to conclude after it began on

Thur sday.

Menbers of the suprene council, |led by Wanita chief Datuk Seri Rafi dah
Aziz, rushed to Dr Mahathir who was speaking fromthe left rostrumon the
st age.

She was i nmmedi ately joined by Youth chief Datuk H shamuddi n Hussein and
ot her supreme council nenbers as del egates continued to shout their pleas
for Dr Mahathir to stay and continue to | ead the party.

Party deputy president Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badawi, who was with
t he ot her supreme council menbers to try to persuade Dr Mahathir to change
his mnd, then went to the right rostrumand asked perm ssion from
per manent chai rman Tun Sul ai man Ni nam Shah to ask the assenbly not to
accept the resignation.

Sul ai man asked for cal mbut del egates, all on their feet, continued to
plead with Dr Mahathir.

He was adanmant that he would not change his mnd, shaking his head, his
eyes brimmng with tears.

The crowd continued chanting Dr Mahathir's nane, and sang party songs as
they continued their plea.

Dr Mahat hir continued weepi ng and was heard telling suprene council
menbers at the rostrum "I have decided, | have decided ... too |long
al ready. "

The suprene council menbers continued to surround him holding his hands
and patting his shoul ders before he was | ed away.

He was taken to the presidential room adjoining the assenbly hall where
Abdul | ah, party secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakub, all five vice-
presidents and information chief Tan Sri Megat Junid Megat Ayub, were
joined by Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali and family nmenbers to help
persuade the party president to stay on.

Al so nmaking their way into the roomwere Datuk Paduka Sal eha Mohd Ali,
BN secretary-general Tan Sri Mhaned Rahmat and Puteri pro-tem chief
Azal ina O hnman Sai d.

Party veterans such as forner Wanita chief Tan Sri Ai shah Ghani, forner
supreme council nenber Tan Sri Chazali Shafie, forner Kedah Menteri Besar
Tan Sri Gsman Aroff as well as Dr Mahathir's personal staff including his
physi cians - Datuk Dr Zainal Hamid and his assistant - then entered the
room

Anot her suprene council nenber, Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah, |ater joined
the rest in the room No newsnen were allowed into the room Reporters and
Press phot ographers were kept waiting at a distance as they waited to get
nore news about Dr Mahathir's shock announcenent.



The waiting del egates in Merdeka Hall and party nenbers foll ow ng
proceedi ngs on the closed-circuit television and big screens kept chanting
Dr Mahathir's name with shouts of "Don't go, we need you".

At about 7pm an hour after Dr Mhathir made his announcenent, Abdul |l ah
returned to the Merdeka Hall and addressed the del egates, many of whom
were visibly shocked and weepi ng openly. Calmy, Abdullah said: "W have
collectively met Dr Mahathir and he has agreed to withdraw his decision to
resign.”

The crowd greeted the announcenent with shouts of "H dup Mahathir, H dup
umo" .

Abdul | ah, acconpani ed by Khalil, vice-presidents Datuk Seri Najib Razak,
Tan Sri Muhammad Muhammad Taib and Tan Sri Muhyi ddi n Yassin, and Megat
Junid, went to RTMs nmini studio within the PMC and addressed the nation
live just before the 8pm news.

He said: "W have told Dr Mahathir that the assenbly has unani nously
rejected his decision."

He al so appealed to everyone - Umo and Bari san Nasi onal conmponent party
| eaders and nenbers - to remain calmin the wake of Dr Mahathir's
announcenment and to understand that he is still the Prine Mnister, Umo
presi dent and BN chai r man.

Qutside the hall, people were in a shock, many weeping. Sonme broke into
song. Sonme shouted Dr Mahathir's nane.

Later, Khalil and the vice-presidents acconpanied Dr Mahathir to his
car. He left for home with Dr Siti Hasmah and their daughter, Mizura.

( END)
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