21/ 10/ 2002
Dr Mprepared to pronote ties between Muslimworld and West

Kamar ul zaman Sal | eh

PRIME M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad is prepared to devote tine
to help bring understanding between the Muslimworld and the West after
his retirenent in Cctober next year

"I amprepared to play the role, but not as Prime Mnister," he said.

The matter could possibly be thought about l[ater, he told Ml aysian
journalists yesterday.

Dr Mahathir was el aborating on his reply during a Press conference after
a di al ogue with nmenbers of the Jeddah Chanber of Conmerce and Industry, to
a question whether he would continue to speak for the Muslimworld.

Dr Mahathir said all Mislimnations should co-operate to overcomne the
chal | enges afffecting them

"I don't think I can do all these things alone."

The Prime Mnister said what was needed now was for both sides, the
Muslimworld and the West, to think rationally.

"The Anmericans are angry because, for the first time, their country had
been attacked (Sept 11, 2001).

"And the Muslins are al so angry because they have been accused (of being
terrorists), as if everyone of us is guilty.

"What we are trying to do is to tell the Americans that the way to dea
with terrorismis not by erecting barriers or by taking security
measures... with terrorists, you don't know who or where they are.”

He added that the way to fight terrorismwas to be rational. "Let's sit
down and think about why people are behaving like this."

On anot her issue, Dr Mahathir said Ml aysia would not use water as a
weapon in its ongoi ng negotiations over disputes with Singapore.

He said Singapore was guaranteed water supply if both sides agreed on
the right price

"The republic was not coming up with the right price, which was the
stunbling-block in settling the issue.™

Dr Mahathir was responding to a question on whet her Ml aysia woul d use
wat er as a weapon agai nst Singapore given his call for Miuslimcountries to
use oil as a weapon agai nst the West.

The Prime Mnister said there was a big disparity on how nmuch Singapore
paid Mal aysia for water and the profit the republic nade fromit.

He said Mal aysia sold water at three sen per 1,000 gallons, and this was
fixed in 1927 under British rule.

"I's there anything that was sold at three sen in 1927 which is sold at
t hree sen today?

"The answer is this water. That's why we ask Singapore, please we want
to renegotiate.”

Dr Mahathir, however, said Mal aysia would not cut off supply to
Si ngapore, adding that people in the republic would have sufficient water
to drink and bat h.

On runours that noney was floated fromthe West, particularly fromthe
United States, to other countries including Ml aysia after the Sept 11
attacks, Dr Mahathir said, in jest: "How |l w shed it were true. But we
have not seen the noney yet."

Earlier in R yadh last night, Dr Mahathir nmet with the Ml aysi an
community at a dinner at the residence of the Ml aysi an Anbassador to
Saudi Arabia, Tan Sri Wan Mkhtar Ahmad.
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