02/ 01/ 2002
Dr Mrefuses to be dragged into The Sun's internal problens

Fi rdaus Abdul | ah

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - The Prime Mnister today ticked off a reporter from
The Sun who cl ained that the Governnent was putting unnecessary pressure
on the managenent of the newspaper.

"Ask themto conme and tell nme that I'mexerting pressure and I'Il tel
themto their faces what | feel about them" Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d.

He was responding to a question fromreporter O audia Theophil us who
clained that there were letters fromreaders and "others” which inplied
that Dr Mahathir and the Governnment were pressuring the managenment of the
newspaper after it carried a report which alleged that there was a plot to
kill himand his deputy Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi .

She then said it was the inpression of the managenent of the daily that
there was pressure fromDr Mahathir and the Governnent on them to which
the Prinme M nister said:

"Their inpression... | don't care about their inpression. They have
never had any good thing to say about the Governnment. | don't care about
their opinion... thank you."

The Prime Mnister was speaking to the nedia after attending the
Peopl e's Progressive Party's 2002 New Year open house at Putra World Trade
Centre here this afternoon

Dr Mahathir also refused to be dragged into The Sun's internal problem
bet ween the managenent and its editorial team which began soon after the
report was published.

"That is their internal problem" he said when the sane reporter
i nsi nuated that The Sun's new managenent teamwas on an internal wtch-
hunt .

The Sun on Christmas Day front-paged, with a black bold heading, a news
report which alleged that police had uncovered a crimnal plot to
assassi nate Dr Mahat hir and Abdul | ah.

The police | ater deni ed know edge of such a plot and i medi ately started
i nvestigations into the allegation.

Al though initially Dr Mahathir |aughed it off and urged the nedia to be
nore cautious in what they publish, the report's damagi ng effects energed
t he next day when foreign news agenci es picked up the report and
transmitted it to their clients nationw de

Dr Mahathir then voiced his regret that the report gave foreigners the
i npression that Malaysia was infested with terrorists who could nake
anyone their target.

As police investigations continued The Sun's managenent suspended the
four journalists and editors who were reportedly involved in preparing the
article, while the editor-in-chief-cumexecutive director Hng Hung Yong
and editor Andy Ng resigned.

On Dec 27, the daily published a front page apology to Dr Mhathir,
Abdul | ah and their fanmlies over the report on the assassination plot,
admtting that it was w thout foundation
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