18/ 12/ 2002

Dr Mrelieved issue over islands sol ved

PETALI NG JAYA, Tues. - Expressing relief that the Sipadan and Ligitan

i ssue has been solved, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said the
International Court of Justice's decision favouring Ml aysia should not be
a thorn in relations between Kual a Lumpur and Jakarta.

The Prime Mnister said the i ssue should be put to rest follow ng the
I CJ verdict.

"We are very happy (with the decision) although fromthe start we were
of the viewthat the islands belong to us.

"However, when we decided to refer the case to the 1CJ, we could not
convi nce oursel ves that the decision would be in our favour, but now that
it is solved, we are grateful. | hope there will not be any further clains
after this."

Dr Mahathir was speaking at the Royal Malaysian Air Force base in Subang
on his return froman official visit to Japan

Asked if the ICJ's decision would have any inplications on bilatera
relations with Indonesia, Dr Mahathir said it should not be the case.

"I don't think there would be any inplications on our bilatera
rel ati ons because both (Ml aysia and | ndonesi a) have agreed to accept
what ever deci si on made when we agreed to refer the case to |1 CJ.

"It (the decision) could have been against us. Even if it did not favour
us we would have still accepted the decision.™

Meanwhi | e, Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badaw
expressed confidence that Mal aysi a-Indonesia relations would continue to
gain strength in the future interests of both nations.

"W not only want to maintain the present |level of relationship, but
wi sh to nake it even stronger,"” he said."

Abdul | ah sai d Mal aysia had considered the two islands as its own but in
the spirit of Asean had agreed to bring the ownership question to the ICJ.
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