26 APR 2002

DR M REM NDS MUSLI MS TO MAI NTAIN UNI TY

KUALA KEDAH, April 26 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad t oday
rem nded Muslins in the country to nmai ntain peace through unity, at |east
on matters of religion, although they have different political beliefs.

"We shoul d not be divided on the question of religion because there is
only one religion propagated by Prophet Mihanmad, " he sai d when speaki ng
after Friday prayers at Masjid Putra here.

The Prime Mnister said Muslins in this country coul d devel op
thensel ves if they were united, and this woul d enabl e themto help | ess
fortunate Muslinms in other countries.

Mal aysi a was peaceful because the nmajority of Muslins in this country
did not create a split, he said.

He said the factor that caused Muslins in the world to be despi sed and
oppressed was the lack of unity among themand | sl am c countri es.

He said this disunity had made Muslins weak al t hough t hey nunmbered 1.3
billion in the world.
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