12 APR 2002
Mahat hi r - Awar d
DR M RECEI VES AWARD FROM KELANTAN SULTAN

KOTA BAHARU, April 12 (Bernana) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad was
today conferred the Darjah Kerabat Yang Arat Di hormati (DK) award by the
Sul tan of Kel antan.

The award was bestowed on the Prime Mnister in conjunction with the
Sul tan's 52nd bi rthday, whi ch was cel ebrated on March 30.

The investiture cerenony was held at |Istana Bal ai Besar here at 5pm

Dr Mahat hir, acconpanied by his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mhd
Al'i, was on a one-day visit to the state.

Present at the cerenony were the Raj a Perenpuan of Kel antan, The Tengku
Mahkot a of Kel ant an, Kel antan Umo chi ef Datuk Miust apa Mohaned, Defence
M ni ster Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak and Culture, Arts and Tourism M nister
Dat uk Abdul Kadir Shei kh Fadzir

I n his speech, the Sultan thanked the federal governnent for giving
Kel antan bi g al | ocati ons under the Ei ghth Ml aysi a Pl an.

"I't is an undeni able fact that lack of infrastructure and public
anenities is the main factor for a state and country to be backward and
| eft behind," he said.

He expressed confidence that with the high |l evel of conmtnment shown by
t he federal governnent to provide infrastructure |ike the Sultan | snai
Petra Airport newterm nal building in Pengkal an Chepa here, Jal an
Bl au- Loj i ng, Jal an Pesisir Pantai and bridges, Kelantan would be in the
mai nstream of devel oprent .

He is thankful that Kelantan and t he country have remai ned peaceful and
pr osper ous.

"Thi s peace and security did not cone by accident but through hardwork
with the bl essings of Allah," he said.

He advi sed t he peopl e not to do anything that can destroy the peace and
stability in the country.
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