19 OCT 2002
Mahat hi r - Kashni r
DR M RULES OUT MEDI ATORY ROLE FOR M SI A OVER KASHM R

From Azman U ang

| SLAMABAD, Cct 19 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad has rul ed out Mal aysia playing a mediatory role to hel p resolve the
protracted conflict over Kashm r between Paki stan and I ndi a.

He said Mal aysia would stick to its known stance that the i ssue be
resol ved t hrough United Nations Security Council resol utions.

"I don't fancy nyself as a nediator at all. Malaysia is a small
country; we don't have that much i nfluence and we don't think we can change
the mi nds of people,” he told a joint press conference with Pakistan
Presi dent Gen Pervez Musharraf here | ast night.

The prinme mnister was responding to a suggestion from a Paki st ani
journalist that Mal aysia, whomhe called a "great" country, could be a
medi ator in the conflict.

Bef ore Dr Mahat hir answered t he question, Miusharraf chipped in: "I have
war ned Dr Mahat hir that he cannot escape w thout tal king on Kashmr in a
forumin Pakistan."

"So we don't fancy nedi ati ng here. Besides, sone countries believe that
no third parties should be involved inthis dispute...so we are not goi ng
to force ourselves on anyone," said Dr Mahathir.

He was al so asked about his recent remarks in Kuala Lunpur that Muslim
countries could use their oil to effectively pronote their owninterests.

The prine ninister said he cane out with such a vi ew because many
peopl e were saying that the Musli mworld was bei ng oppressed and t hat
Musl i mnations were unabl e to do sonet hi ng about it thensel ves.

"l pointed out that they have in oil a weapon that can be very
effective; if they conbine with one another they will be able to control
the supply of oil to the whole world."

He argued that in the days when the Organi sation of Petrol eumExporting
Countries (OPEC) becane nore aggressive thanit was now, it was able to
rai se the price of oil and was effective in shapi ng world opi ni on on
certain issues.

"I'"'mnot saying that we are trying to deprive the world of oil but we
can be sel ective sonetinmes in the sale of oil of Muslimnations. The actual
strategy can be worked out but the fact is that Muslimnations are
produci ng nost of the world's oil.

"If you are produci ng something so essential as oil we should be able
to shape opinions in the world," he said.

Dr Mahat hir said both he and Musharraf agreed that the Non-Aligned
Movenment (NAM) and t he Organi sation of Islam c Conference (O C), which wll
hold their summit neetings in February and COct ober next year respectively
i n Kual a Lunpur, should play a much nore prom nent role to have their
voi ces heard in international affairs especially at this tine.
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