26 NOV 2002
Mahat hir-Austral i a
DR M SAYS AUSTRALI A WON' T BE ABLE TO CHANGE | TS WAYS

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 26 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohanmaed sai d today that Australia may be wel coned in Asia provided it is
willing to change its ways but expresses pessimsmthat Australiais able
to do that.

"If it chooses to beconme a truly Asian country and stop gi ving advi ce
to everybody, assuming that it knows better about ot her countries than they
know about thenselves, | think we will wel cone them" he said.

However, Dr Mahathir said that it would be a big change for Australi a.

"l don't think they can achieve it," he told a news conference at the
Royal Mal aysian Air Force base i n Subang near here on his return froma
visit to France.

The prinme mnister was respondi ng to questions surroundi ng the | at est
tiff between the two countries arising froman intervi ewhe gave to an
Austral i an newspaper i n which he said Australia "has gone too far" in
identifying itself with the United States' aims and tactics in the war
agai nst terror.

Dr Mahat hir was al so quoted as saying that "Australia has to choose
whether it is an Asian country or a Western country."

An Australian opposition Labour Party foreign affairs spokesman, Kevin
Rudd, reportedly criticized Dr Mahathir over his remarks.

Queried on this matter, the prime mnister said Australians should in
the first place stop maki ng conments about Ml aysi a.

"We say | ess things about Australia than Australians say about us,
calling me a dictator, authoritarian governnent.

"I amthe first authoritarian governnent el ected to becone a dictator
and then resigning as a dictator. Sothis is the first dictator in the
wor | d who has resigned while still quite healthy," he said sarcastically.

Asked whet her ot her Asian countries share his views about Australia, Dr
Mahat hi r sai d that he was not concerned about the opinions of other Asian
nations.

"It's Malaysia that is nmy responsibility...|l don't inpose ny views on
ot her countries,” he said.

The prine mnister said that Australia certainly was not doi ng anyt hi ng
toinprove bilateral relations, perhaps referringto travel alerts issued
by Canberra advi sing Australians on possible terrorist threats in
Sout h- East Asi a.

He said: "After all, Australia is not a safe place (either). The
Japanese feel that it is unsafe. They (Japan) have al so put out an advi sory
for the Japanese not to visit Australia. So the pot should not call the
kettle bl ack."

Dr Mahathir was al so asked to comment on reports that Singaporean tour
agenci es were usi ng Mal aysi an touri smproducts to boost the nunber of
tourists to the island republic.

The prine mnister responded in jest that this perhaps showed that
Si ngapore had nothing to of fer apart from"buil di ngs nmade fromconcrete".

"They have not hing, what can they do. Have a little pity on them" he
sai d.

When poi nted out that the Mal aysi an tourismindustry woul d not gain
much fromthis, especially the one-day tour packages to this country
of fered by such agenci es, Dr Mahathir said: "Never mnd. Gvealittle bit
to them"
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