07 JUL 2002
Mahat hi r - Langkawi
DR M SAYS LANGKAW W LL CONTI NUE TO DEVELOP AFTER HI S RETI REMENT

LANGKAW, July 7 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad is
confident that Langkawi, a special place to him will continue to devel op
even after he retires in "15 nonths and 23 days'" tine.

"l amconfident that the 'curse of Mahsuri' will not return to
Langkaw ," the prinme minister said at a cerenmony to wel cone himat the
Langkawi International Airport in Padang Mat Sirat today.

Dr Mahat hir was given a rousi ng wel cone by Langkawi residents on his
arrival fromBangkok after nmaking a two-day visit to Thail and.

Anong t hose who wel coned the prine minister and his wife Datin Seri Dr
Siti Hasmah Mohaned Ali were Kedah Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed
Zai n, Langkawi Menber of Parliament Datuk Abu Bakar Taib who is al so
Agriculture M nistry Parliamentary Secretary, seni or governnent of ficial s,
and Umo and Bari san Nasional (BN) | eaders.

Dr Mahathir said if the people worked hard and cooperated, Langkaw
woul d continue to devel op.

He said he woul d continue to visit Langkawi even after he retired
because the island was a special place to him

"Even in retirement | will conme to Langkawi. | will not forget
Langkawi ," said Dr Mahathir, who stated that he would step down in 15
nont hs and 23 days' time.

The prime mnister said he was both sad and happy to see the reception
gi ven hi mby Langkawi people.

He sai d he was happy to see Langkawi continuing to develop unlike the
situation in 1956, when he was a medi cal officer here, when Langkawi was
very backward.

He consi ders Langkawi a special place for rest and work.

"That is why when ny bl ood pressure rises | cone to Langkawi as it is
an efficacious nedicine for this disease,” he said.

The prime mnister also said he did not want any delay to the cabl e car
proj ect.

The proj ect had been schedul ed to be conpleted | ast nonth and a tri al
run was to be held this nonth.

After the wel com ng cerenony at the airport, Dr Mahathir went to Tel uk
Burau to i nspect the RWA6 nmillion cable car project.

The 2. 2kmlong cable car linew Il link the Oiental Village Integrated
Shoppi ng Conpl ex to the peak of the 708m hi gh Gunung Machi nchang.

Dr Mahat hir al so i nspected t he Harbour Park Langkawi project in Pantai
Kok and attended a briefing given by the country's renowned sail or Dat uk
Azhar Mansor, who is a consultant for the project.

The project, based on the Mediterranean concept, enconpasses the
buil ding of a marina, hotel and housing area.

The proposed marina in the Tel uk Burau area can acconmodat e nore t han
100 sailing boats.

Tel uk Burau will be devel oped into a growth centre.
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