10 FEB 2002
Must apa- PAS
DR M SHAMED ULANMAS AT WEF CLAI M OVERBOARD, SAYS MJUSTAPA

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 10 (Bernama) -- Umo information chief Datuk Mistapa
Mohaned t oday descri bed as overboard PAS s claimthat Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad shamed ul amas and the Musli mcomunity in his speech at
the Worl d Economi ¢ Forumin New York | ast week.

Inreality, he said, the prine mnister is advised by ul amas who have
no vested interest in the country's administration

This showed the cordial ties between ul amas and governnent | eaders in
Mal aysi a, he said.

“I'n any Islanmic country, ulamas and government | eaders are two
i mportant groups of people. In Malaysia, thereis good rel ati ons between
the two groups.

"We have high regard for ulanmas. When we i nplenent the Islamc
financial system we set up a syariah advi sory panel under Bank Negar a.

"The ul anas advi se the governnent on howto inplenent Islanic
principles inthe econom c sector and other fields," hetoldreporters
after closing a course for Umo speakers organi sed by the Umo i nformation
bur eau.

PAS presi dent Datuk Fadzil Noor, in the Feb 16 to 26 i ssue of PAS organ
"Har akah", said Dr Mahat hir "had shaned hi nsel f and t he Musli mcommunity by
maki ng hi s speech before VIPs, which included Israeli Prine Mnister Ariel
Sharon, at the economc summit.

Miust apa sai d what was questioned and criticised by the governnent are
narr ow ni nded ul amas wi th personal and political agendas and whose vi ews
are not based on facts.

He said sonme of the ul anas are not progressive in their outl ook and
their views are not suited to the situation in Mal aysia and in ot her
countri es.

"If you |l ook at Dr Mahathir's contributions to Mal aysia, particularly
to the Malays and Islam his contributions are nuch nore than the ulamas in
PAS.

"Recently, | had an opportunity to neet several Islanic country | eaders
and they prai sed Dr Mahathir's speech i n New YorKk.

"He is a Musliml| eader who dared to speak the truth so that Muslins
wi || be safe and not backward,” he added.
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