01 AUG 2002
LI D- Mahat hir (Denocracy)
DR M SLAMS EFFORTS TO DESTABI LI SE DEVELOPI NG COUNTRI ES

LANGKAW , Aug 1 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad has hit out
at the international nmedia and | i beral Western countries which work hard to
under m ne new devel opi ng denocraci es even to the extent of supporting
efforts to overthrow governnents.

They coul d not bring thensel ves to believe that the people in these
countries had denocratically el ected the governments, said the prinme
m ni ster.

"They cannot believe that the natives they had rul ed bef ore understand
denocracy or the rule of law," he said when opening the G obal 2002
Langkawi | nternational Di al ogue at the Mahsuri I nternational Exhibition
Centre here tonight.

If the countries were stabl e and doing well, the international nedia
and the Western countries accused the | eaders as dictators, said Dr
Mahat hi r .

"They fabricate stories that although the peopl e support the | eaders of
t hese countries enthusiastically, actually they are forced to do so, to
shake t he hands of these | eaders, forced to smle and shout their support,"”
he said.

"Or they woul d report despite evidence to the contrary that these
| eaders were ignored by the people, that the people fear them" said Dr
Mahat hir, who is the d obal 2002 host patron and advi ser.

Sone 400 gover nment and busi ness | eaders, their spouses and young
entrepreneurs are attending the four-day di al ogue ai ned at creating smart
partnershi p to enhance security and prosperity for devel opnent.

"For the media and the Western governments, there is nothing right that
t hese governnments of the natives can do.

"And because t hey have convi nced t hensel ves t hrough their own |ies that
t hese governnments are bad, they would do their best to destabilise these
countri es.

"They woul d support and encourage anyone, non-gover nnment al
organi sations (NGOs) in particular, to overthrowthe governnent," he said.

Dr Mahat hir said the pronotion of denocracy m ght not be because
denmocracy was good.

"It may be because denocracy can destabilise us,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said he was all for denopcracy because it was the best
system of governance ever devi sed by Man.

"But it may not always work. People nust be sophisticated and nust know
the limts if denocracy is not to end up in anarchy,” he said.

The great |iberal denocracies of the West have had sone 200 years of
experience, of trials and errors and frequent abandonnment of the denocratic
systembefore it devel oped to the present state, he said.

Dr Mahathir said in nost of these countries there were only two
effective political parties and one or the other can achi eve mgjority and
set up a governnent.

"But the people in the new devel opi ng denbcraci es only understand their
rights and their freedom

"For them denpbcracy neans setting up any nunber of political parties
inorder tovie for political positions or for themfreedomneans sayi ng
anyt hi ng agai nst each other without regard to the sensitivities and
consequences, " he said.

The di al ogue started today with a special session for heads of state



and governnent and fel l ows of the Conmonweal t h Part nership for Technol ogy
Managenent (CPTM .
Apart fromthe main session, parallel sessions for the various |inks
woul d al so be hel d. The speci al i sed sessi ons woul d conprise civil
servant s/ politicians, business, social issues, mediaandcultural groups.
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