20 SEP 2002
Mahat hi r - Opposi ti on/ BM
DR M TAKES A SW PE AT OPPGCSI Tl ON

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 20 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad t ook a swi pe at the opposition menbers who tried to
"di sturb” himwhile he was tabling the 2003 Budget at the Dewan Rakyat
t oday.

When touching on the country's econom c situation follow ng the
econom c crisis since 1998, several opposition MPs thunped t he tabl es when
Dr Mahathir, who is al so Finance M ni ster, announced that private sector
i nvest ment had dropped and public sector expenditure had i ncreased.

"(The Opposition) don't understand, | think," qui pped Dr Mahathir,
conti nui ng hi s budget speech.

Several opposition MPs continued to thunp the tabl es when Dr Mahat hir
t ouched on the governnent's neasures to reinvigorate the private sector,

i ncluding restructuring the financial and corporate sectors and t he probl em
of non-perform ng | oans.

Dr Mahat hir thanked t he opposition for behaving in such a nanner.

"Thank You for thunping, this is our success," he said to the | aughter
of Menbers of Parlianent and t he public who were at the public gallery.

Dr Mahathir also had a slip of the tongue several tines when asking the
Bum puteras to stay away fromthe "crutches culture" -- not to be dependent
on the governnment for assistance.

"Therefore, distance yourselves a bit fromopposition
parties...distance yourselves a bit fromcrutches and stand on your own
feet," said Dr Mahathir, who | ater tol d Dewan Rakyat Speaker Tun Dr Mbhaned
Zahir Ismail that he had a slip of the tongue.

Dr Mahat hir, who appeared to be suffering froma bout of flu, had to
stop his speech several times to drink water.

He concl uded tabling the budget, which took two hours and 40 ni nutes,
by reading a four-line poetry titled "Unfinished Struggl e" and "For You
Mal aysi a. "
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