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Dr Mthe right man for role, says Nik Aziz

KOTA BARU, Mon. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad is the
right person to take on the role of creating understandi ng and easing
tensi on between the Muslimworld and the West, said Kelantan Menteri Besar
Datuk Nk Aziz N k Mat.

Ni k Aziz, who wel comed Dr Mahathir's statement that he was prepared to
take on the role after his retirement in October next year, said the Prine
M ni ster had the qualities of a world | eader. He was hard working,
dedicated and willing to face the superpowers.

"It is difficult to find small countries |ike Ml aysia that dare to go
agai nst the wi shes of America, but Dr Mahathir has done it.

"Hi s readiness to continue speaking for the Muslimworld is good for
everybody, " he said.

Ni k Aziz said, however, that Dr Mahathir nust clarify the direction in
whi ch he woul d be heading as Nik Aziz clained he was inclined towards
secul ari smand not |slam

Dr Mahathir said in Jeddah yesterday that he was prepared to continue
playing a role to bridge the gap between the West and Miuslins after his
retiremnent.
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