04 JUL 2002
Syed Hanmi d- Thai | and
DR M TO OPEN MALAYSI A- THAI LAND CHAMBER OF COMVERCE

PUTRAJAYA, July 4 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad wi || open the Ml aysi a- Thai | and Chanmber of Commerce during his
two-day visit to Thail and begi nni ng t onorr ow.

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar said Dr Mahathir woul d
al so give a luncheon tal k for the Mal aysi an and Thai | and busi ness
comuni ty.

He said Dr Mahathir would | eave for Chiangrmai fromAl or Setar tonorrow
for an unofficial nmeeting with Thai Prime M nister Thaksin Shinawatr a.

"The next day Dr Mahathir will depart for Bangkok for an official
meeting with Thaksin," he told reporters at his office here today.

He said the two | eaders were expected to di scuss w de rangi ng bil ateral
matters, includingthe Petronas gas pi peline project, border issues and t he
setting up of Asean+3 (Japan, South Korea and China) secretariat in Kual a
Lunpur .

"W want to get things noving. After the idea of Asean+3 secretariat
was nooted by Dr Mahathir |ast year, we have been receiving very
encour agi ng response and we feel it was tinme nowto push for the
i mpl enentation,” he said.

He said all Asean nenbers nust provide full assistance for the setting
up of the secretariat as it nust be institutionalised.

Besi des Syed Hami d, Dr Mahat hir woul d be acconpani ed by his wife Datin
Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, Primary I ndustries Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Lim
Keng Yai k and Agriculture M nister Datuk Effendi Norwaw .

Al'so in the del egation are Arnmed Forces Chief Gen Tan Sri Zahi di
Zai nuddi n, | nspector-GCeneral of Police Tan Sri Norian Mii, Petronas
President Tan Sri Hassan Mari can and Econoni ¢ Pl anni ng Unit
Di rector-Ceneral Datuk |skandar Dzakurnai n Badar udi n.

Syed Hami d sai d Thail and had al so shown keen interest to be part of the
anti-terrori smagreenent signed by Mal aysi a, | ndonesi a and the Phili ppi nes
early this year.

"The i ssues to be discussed by the two | eaders are open, including the
construction of a canal at the southern part of Thail and," he said.

Dr Mahathir would also visit a ceram c plant, a nodel of success of
Thai l and' s snal | -and nedi um scal e i ndustries (SMs) and two factories under
the country's "one village, one product” policy.

Dr Mahathir is expected to return home on Sunday norni ng.
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