22 JUN 2002
Abdul | ah- Announcenent
DR M W THDRAWS DECI S| ON AFTER APPEALS, SAYS ABDULLAH

KUALA LUWMPUR, June 22 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad
retracted his decisionto resign as Umo president and Bari san Nasi ona
(BN) chairman after appeals by top party | eaders who met hi mafter naking

the surprise announcenent.

Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi said Dr Mahat hir
finally changed his m nd after he (Abdullah), three vice-presidents --
Dat uk Seri Najib Tun Razak, Tan Sri Mihyiddi n Yassin and Tan Sri Mihanmad
Mihamrad Taib -- Wanita Umo chief Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz, Umo Youth
chi ef Dat uk H shanmmuddi n Tun Hussein, Ummb i nformati on chi ef Tan Sri Megat
Juni d Megat Ayob and secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob expl ai ned

Umo's positionthat it still needed his | eadership.
"We told himit is Umo's intention he | eads the party and gover nnent
and it was unani nbus... there was no exception on the matter," said

Abdul I ah, who is al so Umo deputy president.

"Actually, we took alongtine totell Dr Mahathir the party's feelings
at this tinme although he said he was seri ous about his deci sion.

"Finally, he understood the party's position and agreed to conti nue
serving in the posts he was hol ding," he said.

Naj i b, Muhyi ddi n, Muhammad, Khalil and Megat Juni d stood behind
Abdul I ah when maki ng t he announcenent whi ch was tel evised |ive.

Abdul | ah hoped party nenbers and BN conponent parties woul d be cal mand
understand that Dr Mahathir was still Prime Mnister, Umo President, BN
Chai rman and hel d ot her posts.

Soon after making the surprise announcenment when w ndi ng up t he debate
on the final day of the three-day Umo General Assenbly, suprene counci
menber s and del egat es spont aneously stood up and unani mously cal | ed upon Dr
Mahat hir to w t hdraw hi s deci sion.
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