02 NOV 2002
Mahat hir-voters
DR MAHATH R: SOVE 2.8 M LI ON VOTERS RELOCATED TO OTHER CONSTI TUENCI ES

PENANG, Nov 2 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad di scl osed
today that sonme 2.8 million registered voters have had their nanes
rel ocated by certain parties to constituencies of which they have nothi ng
to do with them

The Prime M nister said a thorough exam nation of the el ectoral rol
reveal ed that these voters did not have the address in these
constituencies.

He said that obviously this had been going on for a long tinme, probably
over the past 30 years.

"That is why the nunber of registered voters is big, voters who are not
fromthe constituency and voters with the address different fromthat
stated in their identity cards," he told reporters after presenting his
keynote address at the state-level Barisan Nasional (BN) convention at the
Bal i k Pul au Sports Conpl ex, here.

Dr Mahathir said this when asked to comment on the disclosure by Penang
Umo deputy chief Datuk Dr HiInm Yahaya that sonme 500 unknown voters had
been regi stered in Tel ok Bahang constituency while the nanmes of 700 voters
in the constituency had been relocated to other constituencies.

Dr Hlm said these 500 voters would probably vote against the BN in an
el ection while the 700 voters whose nanes were renoved fromthe
constituency were | oyal supporters of the party concerned.

Descri bi ng such act as the biggest deceit by certain parties including
the opposition, Dr Mahathir said that by right the registration of voters
shoul d be based on address stated in their identity cards or place of work
or place where they have properties.

Citing his case as an exanple, he said that although he lives and works
in Putrajaya, he still votes in Titi Gajah, Kedah because he hails from
there and has a house there.

He said transferring the name of voters to constituencies having
nothing to do with themand wi thout their know edge woul d create probl ens
for themon polling days.

Dr Mahathir said the opposition parties would nove their supporters
froma constituency where they have no chance of winning to one with a
mar gi nal chance

"At the sane tine, in a constituency where they had | ost narrowy
previ ously and wi thout the know edge of the voters concerned, transfer the
nanmes of these voters to another constituency. For example, if there are
Chi nese voters in the constituency concerned, they will nove themto
anot her constituency to deny victory to the BN," he said.

He said these had been going on in constituencies controlled by the
opposition and al so in Kedah, including in his own parlianmentary
constituency of Kubang Pasu.

“I'n ny constituency, 2,000 voters are gone and they are not ny
supporters. They nobve to a nearby constituency," he said.

Asked whether this could be the work of insiders in the Election
Conmi ssi on, he said: "WMaybe."

He said a study would be nade to draw up puni shnments that could be
t aken agai nst such peopl e.
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