05 MAR 2002
Mahat hi r - Sudan
SUDANESE FI NANCE M NI STER MEETS DR MAHATHI R

PUTRAJAYA, March 5 (Bernama) -- Visiting Sudanese Fi nance M ni ster
Abdel Rahi mMahnoud Handi called on Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad at his office here today.

Abdel Rahi m who was acconpani ed by Deputy Secretary CGeneral of Sudan's
Energy and M ning Mnistry Hamed El - Neel Abdul gadir, met Dr Mahathir for
about half an hour.

During his four-day visit here, Abdel Rahimis schedul ed to neet
several corporate captains to discuss investment opportunities inthe
northeast African republic.

Earlier today, he met Petronas president and chi ef executive officer
Tan Sri Mohaned Hassan Marican and i s schedul ed to neet Mal aysi an M ni ng
Cor poration Bhd chai rman Dat uk Syed Abul Jabbar Shahabuddi n t onorrow.

Mal aysi a' s presence in Sudan's econony is |l ed by investrment in the
country's oil sector by Petronas which, through a four-menber consortium
i s punpi ng sonme 200, 000 barrels of Nile crude oil per day fromthe Mgl ad
Basin in South Sudan.

There are previous reports of a planned i nvestnent i n Sudan's m ni ng
i ndustry by a maj or Mal aysi an m ni ng conpany.

Sudan is also rich in gold, dianond and copper
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