19 NOV 2002
Senat e- Debat e
DR MAHATH R FOR UN SEC GEN

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 19 (Bernama) -- Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s | eadership
capability inthe international political arena has pronpted a senator to
suggest that the Prine Mnister be appointed as the United Nations
Secretary- General .

"When Dr Mahathir retires he shoul d become the UN Secretary-General as
t he organi sation needs a | eader |ike him- good at handling security
i ssues, given the current world situation,” Senator Datuk Ghazi @Hasbul | ah
Ram i said at the 2003 Budget debates in Dewan Negara today.

Ghazi, confident that others outside the country woul d support the
i dea, said this proposal would enable Islamtoreturntoits former glory.

He said, if the proposal materialised, then Deputy Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi shoul d be appoi nted as t he Organi sati on of
I sl am ¢ Conference Secretary-Ceneral .

Thi s woul d enhance efforts in overconming the travails faced by Mislims
- especially terrorismthat is today commonly associated with | sl am Ghazi
sai d.

On bi ot echnol ogy research, Ghazi suggested this needed upgradi ng so
that we too could find solutions for di seases especially H V/ Al DS.

"Bangl adesh conducts vari ous bi ot echnol ogy research and has nunerous
students with doctoral degrees inthis field. So, it's not inpossible for
us to train our young in that direction, too," he said addi ng that both the
education and health nministries needed to focus on the matter.

He al so said Islamic countries can nerge Islamwith Informati on and
Communi cati on Technol ogy (I CT) to prosper further.

"The RML. 6 billion allocation for this in the 2003 Budget woul d be
meani ngl ess if there aren't any efforts to |l earn t he net hods of other
devel oped countries," he added.

On another matter, Senator Siti Zailah Mohd Yusoff called for stiffer
penalities for husbands who negl ected their responsibily, and whi pping for
w fe beaters.

She al so said the rising divorce rates had negative i npact on children
and indirectly contributed to juvenile delinquancy.

Siti Zaliha suggested that the governnent grant |eave to staff who had
tocare for their seriously ill parents so that they need not sol ely depend
on mai ds.

Meanwhi | e, the soon-to-retire Senator Datuk Haji Ahmad Ismail said a
post- nortemshoul d be conducted to detern ne ways to overcomnme poverty in
Mal aysi a as there are weaknesses in the action pl ans undertaken by
gover nment agenci es.

I nstead of 'breaking records' in minor undertakings it is better to
focus our attention on upgrading the |ife of the hardcore poor as this was
a social 'time-bonb' waiting to explode, he said.

He al so said we are sl acking as a caring society.

Dewan continues tonorrow.
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