07 APR 2002
Mahat hi r - Bush
DR M TO RAI SE PALESTI NE | SSUE W TH BUSH

LANGKAW , April 7 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said
today he will raise the Pal estinianissueinhis nmeeting with US Presi dent
George W Bush in Washi ngt on next nonth.

The Prime M nister said he woul d raise the i ssue as he had proni sed t he
Pal estine representative to explainthe atrocities inflicted by the
Israelis on the Pal estinians.

"I"ve prom sed the Pal estinian representative to bring up their problem
with Bush,” he told reporters after visiting the Crystal Vill age owned by
Langkawi i Crystal, Mal aysi a's | eadi ng producer of crystal goods, at Pul au
Rebak here.

Dr Mahathir ended his three-day visit to Langkawi today after attending
various functions with the people and visiting several devel opment projects
on this resort island.

The Prine M nister was asked to conment on a Reuters report on
Wednesday that Bush had invited Dr Mahathir for a neeting with hi mbetween
May 12 and 14 in Washington.

The report, quoting a di plomatic source, said the visit to the Wite
House woul d be the first for Dr Mahathir since 1994 after his nmeeting with
the then President Bill dinton.

Reuters said Dr Mahathir's visit would be a major step forward in
enhancing bilateral ties between the two countries besi des Washi ngton's
recognition of Dr Mahathir as a noderate Miusliml eader.

Besi des t he Pal estinian i ssue, Dr Mahathir said the neeting woul d al so
provide an opportunity for himto explain the stand of the O ganisation of
Islanic Conference (OC) inefforts to fight terrorism

He said the invitation was al so a good opportunity for himto explain
Mal aysia's stand on terrorism

"It's good that he has invited nme. | can give my views on various
i ssues to Bush," he said.

On the Pal estine crisis, Dr Mahathir said the international comunity
had made an effort to pressure Israel to stop its attacks on the
Pal esti ni ans.

"But Israel seemed to be adanant and arrogant to the extent that it had
refused to neet the representative of the European Union (EU)," he said.

Asked how Mal aysi a coul d hel p Pal estine, Dr Mahathir said: "W can only
apply pressure, we can't go to war."

In the morning, Dr Mahathir nmet 18 senior officials of the American
Congress at a hotel in Teluk Burau.

The neeting was arranged by US-Mal aysi a Exchange Associ ation. Al so
present was the association's President Tan Sri Megat Juni d Megat Ayob.

Dr Mahathir did not disclose details of the meeting but said it gave an
opportunity to Malaysia to explain its stand on several issues.

On his three-day visit to Langkawi fromFriday, Dr Mahathir said the
visit had enhanced his rapport with the people on this island.

"Besides that, | canme here to hold discussions with several quarters to
woo tourists fromSaudi Arabiato use the yachting facilities in Langkaw ,"
he said.

Asked to conmment on newspaper reports on Friday that the
Anti-Corruption Agency (ACA) was investigatingirregularities in the
managenent and di stributi on of Amanah | khtiar Mal aysia (AIM | oans, Dr
Mahat hi r sai d i nvestigations nust be carried out so that action coul d be



t aken agai nst those invol ved.

"If there is a report |odged, we nust investigate because w thout
i nvestigations, we cannot take any action,"” he said.

On the call by a Singapore MP to his countrynen to refrain from
shoppi ng i n Johor Baharu, Dr Mahathir said: "That's only what he said, we
don't care."”

Nee Soon Central MP Ong Ah Heng was quoted in Singapore's Straits Tines
on Saturday as saying that it was tinme for Singaporeans to nake a stand to
support their own country.

During his visit to the Crystal Village, Dr Mahathir was briefed by the
Managi ng Di rector of Kumpul an Langkawi i Crystaal Abdoul (Rpt Abdoul) Rahman
Abdul I ah on the conpany's plan to build a crystal nosque.
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