19 OCT 2002
Mahat hi r- Saudi (Wth Pix)
DR MAHATHI R ARRI VES | N SAUDI ARABI A FOR THREE- DAY VISIT

From Zul kefl'i Sal | eh

Rl YADH, Cct 19 (Bernama) -- Ml aysian Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mahat hi r Mohamad arrived here today for a two-day visit to Saudi
Ar abi a.

Dr Mahathir's itinerary began with visiting recuperating Ml aysi an
si amese tw ns separated by Saudi surgeons at the Ki ng Fahad Nati onal Guard
Hospital in King Abdul Aziz Medical City, about 40-minute drive from here.

The twins were freed fromtheir four-year |ong physical bondage on Sept
17 in a 23-hour operation costing RML.69 million fully sponsored by Saudi
Crown Prince Prince Abdul |l ah.

Dr Mahathir paid the visit about an hour after his arrival from
| sl amabad, Paki stan.

The twi n brothers, Ahmad and Muhammad Rosli, are undergoi ng
physi ot herapy to adapt to their newcondition in a special roomat the
hospital's Paediatric Intensive Care Unit (PICU).

Dr Mahathir, who is acconpani ed by Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali,
is scheduled to deliver a keynote address at a sem nar on "The Future
Vision for the Saudi Econony" | ater today.

He is al so schedul ed to hold a di al ogue with Saudi corporate | eaders
and have an audi ence wi th Ki ng Fahd bin Abdul Aziz Al - Saud.

Dr Mahathir will sumup his visit with perfornmng the Umah (small haj)
at the Holy City of Mecca tonorrow.
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