03 JAN 2002
CHAMBER- ENTREPRENEURS
DPMM HOPES DEVWAN MUDA W LL CREATE MORE COVPETI TI VE MALAY ENTREPRENEURS

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 3 (Bernama) -- The Mal ay Chanber of Conmerce Mal aysi a
(DPMM hopes that its |atest portfolio called "Dewan Muda" will create nore
Mal ay mal e ent repreneurs capabl e of conpeting in the globalisation era.

Speaki ng at the Dewan Miuda pre-launch here today, its chairman Azl an
Shah Jaffril Azl an Shah said that Dewan Miuda was set up as there was a need
for the present group of young entrepreneurs to be nore united and aware of
the current world econom c environment.

"They prefer to go their own ways and are not that sensitive to the
current econom c i ssues. They say that they have heard of the Asean Free
Trade Area (Afta) and the World Trade Organi sati on (WO but they do not
knowinits entirety what is neant by WO and Afta," he said.

As such, he said that there shoul d be nore focus on efforts to equip
the youths with knowl edge and skills to enable themto adapt thensel ves to
t he rapi d econoni ¢ devel opnent and gl obal i sation era.

Azl an Shah said that in this aspect Dewan Muda woul d hol d busi ness
sem nars and set up retail bazaars nationw de.

He al so said that some of the objectives of Dewan Miuda were to create
busi ness networ ki ng between Mal ay traders and to share busi ness i nformati on
with other entrepreneurs clubs under the DPMM

He said that for the first year, DPMMhas targeted sonme 500 to 2, 000
menber shi ps for Dewan Mida.

Dewan Muda was set up in July last year under a restructuring progranme
by DPMMwho i s now | ed by Datuk Seri Abdul Rahman Maidin. It is established
especially for Malay nal es of between 18 to 35 years ol d.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad will officially |aunch
Dewan Muda on Jan 11 at the Putra World Trade Centre (PWC). -- BERNAMA
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