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The bigger issue nust be to address pronotion of racial integration

Shansul Akmar

NOW Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad hinsel f has advi sed
everyone to stop further highlighting the issue of racial segregation in
school s.

WIIl the nation see an end or at least a decline in the barrage of
criticisnms and threats of |egal suits against the National Union of
Teaching Profession and its secretary-general Datuk N. Siva Subramani anf

Hopeful ly it does.

O herwise, it is atruly sad day for Malaysians as the issue is not
about who is right or who is wong.

It is, after all, an issue about the shaping of the future generation
and nation as a whol e.

Al quarters should by now be asking: what is the issue at hand; is
there racial segregation in schools or not?

Since the findings by the I ndependent Comrittee on Segregation in
School s whi ch, anong others, dismssed the allegations, the nation should
heave a sigh of relief.

Instead, the commttee's findings became a justification for those whose
schools were identified as practising segregation, to, apart from
| anbasting Si va Subramani am and NUTP, threaten | egal action

A succint quote fromDr Mhathir yesterday should hel p these people to
start using sone of their grey matter.

When asked to comment on the intention of two headmasters to file a RML
mllion defamati on suit agai nst NUTP and Siva Subramani am Dr Mbhat hir
sai d:

"It is nore as an attenpt to get noney out of it and should not be
pur sued. "

Many may not agree but how can it be anything el se.

After all, what was needed fromthe beginning is for Siva Subramaniamto
apol ogi se for nmaking a basel ess allegation

If these headnasters, teachers and parents stick to that, then their
grounds are legitimate.

And if Siva Subramani amrefuses to apol ogi se, despite being proven by
the findings of the conmttee, then it is up to society to judge him

But to threaten with a mllion ringgit suit is definitely not an attenpt
to correct what is wong.

At best, apart from maki ng nmoney, the act smacks of vindictiveness.

Since these people are so bent in punishing soneone, they should
probably cast their net w der and include others who had nade the
al l egations earlier than Siva Subranmani am and NUTP

After all, the one to have actually started the ball rolling was M C
Yout h Educati on Bureau chairman Mirugesu Si nnandavar when he all eged t hat
there was raci al segregation in Sekol ah Kebangsaan Pel abuhan Kel ang.

If those planning to sue NUTP and Siva Subramani am pursued simlar
intents with Miurugesu, they may probably also increase their spoils to RW
mllion

That established and while the concern parties scurry around for |awers
to represent them they should also start |ooking for those who opposed
efforts for racial integration in schools.

Wiy don't they start to be nore real and search deep into their
consci ence on how the education fraternity had not been able to pronote
raci al integration.



It was pointed out how even university students opposed raci al
i ntegration progranmes in higher educational institutions.

Apart fromthe students, political parties, including those which |oudly
procl ai mthensel ves to be nultiracial but at the sane tinme defend the need
for vernacul ar school s.

No doubt, vernacul ar schools are guaranteed in a constitutiona
provision. But at the same time, these sane groups opposed efforts for the
Vi si on School s.

Vi sion Schools, no matter which way they are perceived, are ained at
promoting integration.

However, Vision Schools are viewed suspiciously, used as an issue in by-
el ections to serve the interest of political parties clainmng to be
mul tiraci al

The question at hand is while these quarters which are unhappy over NUTP
and Siva Subramani am s all egations of racial segregation in school, they
did not seem concerned when Vision Schools or other efforts towards racial
integration in educational institutions were attacked.

It is one thing to defend onesel f of not practising racial segregation
But to keep mum when efforts for racial integration is under attack can
al so be interpreted as wanting racial segregation to persist.

Surely, these quarters must be aware that efforts to mix Malay and non-
Mal ay students in dormtories in a public university were opposed, not
only by the students but also by their parents and politically-linked
i ndi vi dual s.

None cane forward to support the proposal or share ideas of how it can
be achi eved.

Anot her contradiction which crops up fromthis is, if there is no racial
segregation, why the need to give attention to racial integration

Qoviously, efforts for racial integration come about because there is
raci al segregation in schools, whether they were commtted deliberately or
ot herw se.

As such, the bigger issue here is howto address the racial segregation
and not who is right or wong.

It nust be lonely for NUTP and Siva Subramaniamin facing the barrage of
attacks for opening their nmouth at the wong tinme and the wong pl ace.

That | oneliness shoul d however be shared by the Iikes of MC s Mirugesu.

If he was still in school, Mirugesu and the |ikes would have probably
been told to do this:

"Those who agree, put up your hand."
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