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Mahat hi r - Meet i ng
DR MAHATHI R MEETS W TH MYANVAR PRI ME M NI STER

By: Rohana Mustaffa

YANGON, Aug 18 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad held a nmeeting with the Chairman of the State Peace and Devel opnent
Counci | Senior General Than Shwe shortly after arriving here for a two-day
wor ki ng visit.

The neeting was held at the parlianent building and he was | ater feted
to a dinner at the same place which was al so attended by the wife of the
Myanmar Prime Mnister, Ms Than Shwe and Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mbhaned
Ali.

At the nmeeting, both | eaders exchanged views on bilateral issues of
mut ual benefits especially on trade and i nvestnment as well as regional and
i nternational issues.

At a nedi a conference before Dr Mahathir's arrival here today, Foreign
M ni ster Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar said the Prime Mnister's visit was to
update political and economc relations with Myanmar after inplenentation
of the reconciliation process.

"The Prinme Mnister wants to seek infornmation personally on the
situation here as he is seen as a bullish |l eader with regard to Myanmar not
only at the regional but also international level, and we are a strong
supporter of Myanmar joining Asean," he said.

As such, the devel opments here had becone of great significance
especially because the United Nations' special envoy Tan Sri Razali | smai
is a Mal aysian national and had nmedi ated i n maki ng the di scussi on between
the Myanmar governnment and opposition | eader Aung San Suu Kyi a reality,
sai d Syed Hani d

He al so said that Dr Mahathir's visit was to | ook at how to strengthen
cooperation in various econonic fields because Ml aysi a was a maj or
i nvestor and trade partner here and had occupied the top position by
pi oneering in nunerous investnments in Myanmar before.

However, many Mal aysi an i nvestors were trapped by the financial crisis
in 1997 and 1998, pronpting the Prine Mnister to take nmeasures again to
encourage investors to venture in the fields identified as having good
potential after the economnic recovery, he said.

Mal aysia is nowin fourth position in ternms of trading volume with
Myanmar which totalled RML. 045 billion | ast year, after Singapore, United
Ki ngdom and Thai | and.

Syed Ham d said Mal aysia considered trade with Myannar just as
i nportant as those of the other Asean menber countries because Ml aysia's
trade volunme with Asean countries constituted 26 per cent.

Mal aysi a al so wanted to ensure Myanmar was pursuing capacity building
as was bei ng done by the other new Asean nenber countries
-- Laos, Vietnamand Canbodia -- in preparing thenselves together with the
ol der nenber nations to enter the regi onal and gl obal markets, he said.

Syed Hanmid said Dr Mahathir was | eadi ng a 300- nenber del egati on whi ch
did not include those attendi ng the the Myanmar- Mal aysi a Technol ogy
Conf erence organi sed by the Ml aysi an | ndustry-Governnent G oup for Hi gh
Technol ogy (M GHT) and SPDC (St ate Peace and Devel opnment Council) tonorrow.

Thi s denpnstrated Mal aysia's seriousness in ensuring that the working
visit, which was part of a series of visits by both | eaders, would neet
wi th great success, he said.

Syed Hanmi d said Mal aysia was satisfied with Myanmar's door opening
process which woul d create a conduci ve environnent for investors.



In view of Dr Mahathir's tight schedul e, a question was posed whet her
there was any possibility of a neeting with Suu Kyi as was antici pated by
several quarters, to which Syed Hami d said that any request by Suu Kyi for
a neeting should be nmade t hrough the Myanmar gover nnent.

This was a working visit and as an invited guest, it was up to the
Myanmar government to arrange the itinerary and informDr Mahathir of any
meeti ng arranged, he added.
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