05 JUN 2002
Mahat hi r - Rone
DR MAHATH R LEAVES FOR ROVE

SUBANG, June 5 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mbhat hir Mhanad
left here tonight for a three-day working visit to Rone, en route to Switzerland

and Luxenbour g.

Dr Mahathir is acconpanied by wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohamed Ali .

The Prime M nister departed fromthe Royal Ml aysian Air Force (RVAF) base
in Subang at 10. 30pm and was seen off by his deputy, Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad
Badawi and several cabi net mnisters.

Dr Mahathir's visit to Switzerland is from Sunday to Tuesday and he will be
in Luxenbourg fromJune 11 to 13.

In the Vatican City, Dr Mahathir woul d be neeting Pope John Paul |l and
ot her nenbers of the governnment of the Holy See.

In their first ever neeting, the Prinme Mnister and the Pope are expected to
discuss terrorism the Palestine-Israel conflict and the inter-cultural dial ogue
between Islamand Christianity.

Wiile in Rone, Dr Mahathir would visit the Islamc Cultural Centre, also
known as the Ronme Mosque, where he woul d perform Friday prayers.

During his visit to Switzerland, Dr Mahathir would be in Berne where he is
schedul ed to have a neeting with President of the Swi ss Federation Kaspar

Villiger, followed by a bilateral delegation neeting.
The Prime Mnister would al so visit the Sauber Petronas facility in Hnwll.
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