23/ 08/ 2002
RVAOm grant for Al DS Foundati on

Suj at ani Poospar aj ah

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The CGovernnent has approved a RWAO million grant to
t he Mal aysi an Al DS Foundation and its affiliates for H V/ AIDS educati on
and prevention programes over the next 10 years.

Heal th M nister Datuk Chua Jui Meng said today the grant would be
allocated to the council at RV million per annum over 10 years.

He said the council had been dedicated and committed i n conducting many
activities that benefited the Governnent and the people including
effective H V/ AIDS education and preventi on programmes.

Chua said there were al nost 6,000 new cases of H V/ AIDS | ast year, with
a total 44,000 known cases in Ml aysia and hoped the nunber woul d decline
in the future follow ng i ncreased H V/ Al DS education and prevention

Counci| president Datin Paduka Marina Mahathir said the council had
requested the grant a few nonths ago.

"We are very happy that the Governnent has given consideration to it."

She said the grant would allow the council to extend programmes to rura
areas as current efforts were mainly focused in Kuala Lunpur and big
t owns.

Earlier, the Mnister said that the Governnent had al so recently
fulfilled its promse to match ringgit-for-ringgit in grants up to a
maxi mumof RML million for funds raised by non-governmental organisations
which were active in relation to health treatnent centres.

He urged NGOs to set up and expand health treatnent centres such as
haenodi al ysis treatnment centres and hospices particularly in rural areas.
Chua said that NGOs should al so work towards self-reliant funding and

spread their wings further to nore interior and rural areas.

The M nister said the evel of NGO services in rural areas was currently
not satisfactory.

"NGO activity in rural areas needs to be intensified."

Chua said there were currently 54 NGO run dialysis centres with 1,542
poor patients receiving a RWO0 treatnent subsidy fromthe Mnistry.

He said to qualify for this grant, the NGO involved in the prevention
and treatnent of diseases must be registered with the Registrar of
Societies or under a non-profit conmpany or be tax-exenpt and were not
receiving aid fromany other governnental agencies.

He said the NGOs were also required to have trained technical staff,
treat all patients with no discrimnation and provide clinical treatnent
i ncl udi ng schedul ed fol |l owup treatnent.

"Application fornms can be obtained fromthe mnistry's finance division
and nust be nade via the Ml aysi an Al DS Foundati on, Hospis Ml aysi a
Council or simlar national bodies which will also nanage the funds,"” Chua
sai d.

He said the ministry would still offer financial assistance to NGGs
whi ch were transparent and effective in carrying out their activities to
hel p the comunity.
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