21 OCT 2002
Mahat hi r- Vi si t
DR MMHATH R S VI EWs H GHLY RESPECTED

By: Zul kefli Salleh

JEDDAH, Cct 21 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad has
continued to command international respect for his determ nation in
fighting for the interests of devel oping countries, judging fromthe public
reaction in countries he has visited.

In his visit to India, Pakistan and Saudi Arabia, the prime mnister
has received wi de coverage in the | ocal newspapers.

The public fromtaxi drivers, businessmen to intellectuals have
followed his visit through the newspapers and praised his vocal stand on
i ssues facing Muslins, |like the Palestine and Iraq issues.

The prime mnister left for hone this norning after endi ng a two-day
working visit to Saudi Arabia.

Before visiting Saudi Arabia, Dr Mahathir, acconpanied by his wfe
Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, had visited India and Paki stan
begi nning Cct 16.

"He is a good and brave | eader. His stands on the issues of Palestine,
terrorismand Iraq are very clear," said Abdul Rahman, a Bangl adeshi t axi
driver here.

Apart from hol di ng di scussions with the heads of governnent on
bilateral relations and i nternati onal issues, Dr Mahathir al so delivered
the keynote address at econonic seninars in India and Saudi Arabi a.

Busi nessnmen and economic planners in India and Saudi Arabia have shown
deep interest in Malaysia' s econom ¢ achievenents, including its success in
overconing the 1997 financial crisis.

Dr Mahathir al so received warmreception and | oud appl ause from
di al ogue participants for his views on various international issues.

At the opening of the Jeddah Econom ¢ Forum 2003 organi sed by the
Jeddah Chanber of Conmerce and Industry (JCCl) here yesterday, Saudi
entrepreneurs sought Dr Mahat hir's opinion on the benefits of joining the
Wirl d Trade Organi sati on (WO .

The Prime M nister has encouraged Saudi Arabia and devel opi ng countries
to be active menbers of WO so that the organisation would not only benefit
the rich and strong countries.

Dr Mahathir, in his nmeeting with Saudi corporate | eaders and
busi nessnen at JCCl, also took the opportunity to screen a video on
Langkawi as a resort island, including the marina facilities avail able
t here.

He al so pronoted other resort islands in Ml aysia, including Tioman

He al so perforned the unrah in Mecca.
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