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Mahat hir-Terrorism
DR MAHATH R CALLS FOR GLOBAL DEFI NI TI ON, ACTI ON AGAI NST TERRCRI SM

KUALA LUWMPUR, April 1 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad t oday
called onthe world community to come to an i nternational agreenent on what
constitutes terrorismand coll ectively take action agai nst the
per petrators.

The Prinme M nister said the United Nations (UN) was the best body
t hrough which the world comunity coul d define and act agai nst the
terrori smmenace.

"While we nay be able to agree on what constitute acts of terrori smand
who shoul d be condemmed as terrorists, it is inportant that thereis
i nternational agreenent on the condemati on of any particul ar inci dent or
incidents as acts of terror by terrorists.

"Then the world comunity can cooperate and partici pate i n what ever
actions to be taken agai nst the perpetrators," he said in his keynote
address at the opening of the Special Session of the |Islanc Conference of
Foreign Mnisters on Terrorismhere.

Dr Mahat hir said there was no authority nore conpetent than the UNto
make t hese deci si ons and once the worl d body had deci ded, the whol e world
must cooperate fully in the fight against the terrorists concerned.

The three-day special session, attended by 52 of the 57 O C nenber
countries,is being convened as the Muslimworld's efforts towards
addressing terrorismcane to the fore foll owing the deadly Sept 11 attacks
i n New York and WAashi ngton and t he deteriorating situation in Wst Asia.

The nmeeting i s expected to come up with the Kual a Lunpur Decl aration
outlining, anong others, the definition, root causes and neasures to stem
t he scourge.

Dr Mahat hir described the Sept 11 tragedy as an "unmitigated di saster"”
for Muslins all over the world, throwing their image frombad to worse.

"Unl ess we are able to turn the present worl dwi de anger over the
terrorist attacks of Sept 11 into a real canpaign aganist all terrorists
irrespective of their religious faiths, we are going to find that Mislim
bashing wi Il be hei ght ened and our struggle to alleviate the sufferings of
hundreds of mllions of oppressed Muslins will fail,"” he said.

Fol l owi ng the attacks |inked to Saudi-born Gsama bin Laden and his
Al - QGaeda novenent, the i mage of Muslinms has suffered with reports of them
bei ng harassed and their places of worship and conmunity centres
vandal i sed.

Dr Mahat hir suggested that armed or other forns of attacks agai nst
civilians be regarded as acts of terror and the perpetrators as terrorists.
"Whet her the attackers are acting on their own or on the orders of
their governnments, whether they are regulars or irregulars, if the attack
i s against civilians, then they nust be considered as terrorists," he said.
In addition, the prine nminister said, groups or governments which
support attacks on civilians nust be regarded as terrorists, irrespective
of the justification of the operations carried out or the nobility of the

struggl e.

However, Dr Mahathir said, if civilians were accidentally caught in the
crossfire, the attackers should not be | abel ed as terrorists.

According to this definition of terrorism the Sept 11 attacks, the
human bonb attacks by the Pal estinians and the Tanmi | Tigers, the attacks
against civilians by Israeli forces, the killings of Bosnian Muslins and
ot hers nmust be considered as acts of terror and t he perpetrators nust be



condemmed as terrorists, he said.

"And anyone supporting themmnust be considered as terrorists. Were
states are behind the acts of terrorism the whol e governnment nust stand
condemmed, " he sai d.

On the other hand, Dr Mahathir said, no race or religion should be
condemned or discrim nated agai nst sinply because peopl e of the sane race
of their co-religionists had been involved in terrorist activities.

He said efforts nust be made to find ways and neans to prevent as nuch
as possi bl e the tendency of certain people or governments to resort to
terrorismincluding by identifying and renoving the causes of their
bi tterness and anger

"I don't think people would want to bl ast thensel ves to death sinply
because they enj oy doi ng so. These are acts of the desperate, acts of
peopl e who see no way to redress their grievances, to alleviate their
sufferings.

"W cannot just dism ss themas sensel ess perverts who enjoy
terrorising people," he said.

Dr Mahathir said worl dwi de there was a great deal of bitterness and
anger anong Muslimcountries which were subjected to attacks and econonic
sanctions resulting in many deaths fromdeprivations of all Kkinds.

He said the disparities between the rich and the poor as well as the
strong and the weak could also |l ead to acts of terror

"The worl d nmust address these injustices nore seriously than just
preachi ng t he val ues of tol erance and under st andi ng whil e i gnoring the
adverse results of these virtues," he said.

He said for Muslims, the grievances were real and unbearabl e and went
onto cite the exanple of the Pal estinians who for the past five decades
had t heir | ands confi scated and subj ected t o oppressi on and humi liati on.

"Because they throw stones at the Israelis they are shot at and kill ed,
children included. For the Israelis it is not an eye for an eye; it is a
life for being hit by a stone. They believe that by terrorising the
terrorists they can stop the carnage,” he said.

Dr Mahat hir said suicide bonbers were not likely to be deterred by the
threat of death and killing their | eader was not going to hel p either as
nore violent | eaders would replace the fallen one.

He said, "The Hol ocaust did not defeat the Jews. A second Hol ocaust
with Arabs for victins will not defeat the Arabs either. Israelis nust come
to their senses and opt for de-escal ation of terror rather than escal ating
it."

"If the Israelis won't, then the world nmust forcibly stop them If we
are serious about stopping terrorists, then we nmust stop both the
Pal estinians and the Israelis fromnutual massacre,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said it was inportant to win the hearts and m nds of
terrorists and their supporters to discourage themfromresorting to
terrorismin order to achieve their objectives.

He rel ated Mal aysia's experience in dealing with terrorists for 42
years - from 1948 to 1990.

They were found to be mai nly Chinese who felt alienated because they
had not been given citizenship status by the British, the country's former
col oni al nasters.

He sai d t he i ndependent Mal aysi an government addressed the root causes
of their grievances by, anong others, granting themcitizenship, |and,
busi ness opportunities and neani ngful participationinthe governnent.

"By renoving their grievances and t he causes of their violent anger,
they had to adnmit that their struggle had becone neani ngl ess. Eventually
they laid down their arns. Today, Ml aysi ans of Chinese origin are
peace-loving and loyal to the country," he added.
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