22 JUN 2002
Mahat hi r - MSC
DR MAHATHI R HANDS OVER MSC STATUS CERT TO UNI TAR

KUALA LUVMPUR, June 22 (Bernama) -- Universiti Tun Abdul Razak (Unitar),
whi ch received the MSC status certificate fromPrime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad t oday, plans to secure research grants to devel op
e-learning and informati on technology (I T) security.

Unitar president and chief executive officer Datuk Dr Syed O hman
Al habshi said the university would also |ike to devel op I T networKking
together with the two areas, through United Miul tinedia Sdn Bhd (UMW) .

Bot h are subsidiaries of KUB Mal aysi a Berhad (KUB)

Al'l the research findings woul d be conmercialised |later, Dr Syed O hnan
told Bernama after the handing over of the certificate at the Putra Wrld
Trade Centre, here.

The MSC, or Multinedia Super Corridor, is a 750 sq kmarea fromthe
Kual a Lunpur City Centre to the KL International Airport in Sepang which
has been designated as a hub for nultinmedi a devel opnent and products.

KUB chai rman and chi ef executive officer, Datuk Hassan Harun, said the
certificate was given by the MSC Advisory Council to Unitar and UMM n
recognition of their contribution in producing an | T-based workforce.

Unitar, the first virtual university in the country and the region,
established in 1999, is currently offering I T-based bachel ors, masters and
doctorate programmes to 4,000 students.

Education is delivered through the use of e-learning technol ogy |ike
the I nternet, web-based or CD-based courseware and facilitator-based
tutorials.

UMM s principal activities are to provide the IT infrastructure and
virtual education solution in a full convergence environment.

On the use of 100 per cent English as the mediumof instruction at
Unitar, Hassan said all the students, the mgjority of them being Ml ays,
did not face serious difficulties in undertaking their courses.

"W want to test their know edge and not their English. At the end of
the day, all of themare doing well with their English," he said.

The university, he said, was proud to produce |IT graduates who were
fluent in English as envisaged by the governnent.
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