23 MAR 2002
Mahathir-Visits
DR MAHATHI R DESCRI BES VI SI T TO RUSSI A, GERMANY AND POLAND AS SUCCESFUL

By: Ahmad Zuki man Zain

WARSAW March 23 (Bernanma) - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, who ended
his nine-day visit to three nations -- Russia, Germany and Pol and -- here
today described the tour as fruitful.

The Prinme M nister said the visits were well received by the three
gover nment s concer ned.

"They were open in our discussions with themon bilateral and
international relations.

"It's clear that the three governments agree with our stand on the
terrorismproblemfor exanpl e and they all agree that we need to increase
trade between Mal aysia and their countries,"” he said at a nmedi a conference
here today before departing for home after being in this country for three
days.

He sai d Russi a had agreed to accept nore Ml aysi an students, sinmlarly
with Gernmany which had agreed to forge cooperation in setting up
institutions of higher |earning in Ml aysia.

"We al so received very good response (fromthenm, they respect our
stand and agree with our stand on nost international issues including on
terrorism" he said.

Dr Mahathir is the first Malaysian Prine Mnister to visit Poland since
both countries established diplomatic relations 30 years ago.

"I"'mconvinced that with the visits we have established very cl ose
relations with the governnments of the three countries and | believe this
woul d contribute to our country's growth and our recognition by the
international conmunity," he said.

Whil e in Pol and, Dr Mahathir held di scussions with his counterpart
Laszek M Il er and met with Polish President Al eksander Kwasni ewski .

He al so witnessed the capabilities of the Polish mlitary equi pment and
spoke at a Mal aysi a- Pol and busi ness forum

Dr Mahat hir al so handed Mal aysia's contri bution of US$5,000 to the
nosque in @ andsk-Aiwa and performed Friday prayers together with the
Muslimcommunity in the port city yesterday.
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