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DR MAHATHI R TO RELOCK ' LOOK EAST POLI CY' DURI NG TOKYO VISIT

From Harlina Sanmson

TOKYO, Dec 11 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad wi | |, anong ot hers, re-evaluate and assess the 'Look East Policy'
whi ch has been adopted by Ml aysia since early 1982, during his two-day
of ficial visit here beginning tonorrow.

Briefing Mal aysian journalists covering the Prime Mnister's visit,

Mal aysi an Ambassador to Japan Dat uk Marzuki Mohanmad Noor said that Dr
Mahathir's visit is at the invitation of Japanese Prime Mnister Junichiro
Koi zumi to conmenorate the 20th anniversary of the adoption of the policy.

Koi zum felt that after 20 years, Ml aysia and Japan should take a | ook
at the 'Look East Policy' and assess its achievenents, he said at the
briefing held at the Ml aysi an enbassy here today.

Mar zuki said that the policy, introduced by Dr Mahathir soon after he
assuned of fice, has benefited both nations especially in human resources
training for Malaysia while for Japan, it has inproved and provi ded better
under st andi ng and pronoted cl oser contacts anong people of the two
countri es.

The policy, which essentially enphasises the need for Ml aysians to
enul ate what are consi dered exenpl ary eastern work ethics, norale, val ues
and managenent quality and skills, is ained at | earning the secret behind
Japan's and South Korea's success.

Mar zuki said that Dr Mahathir, who arrives with Datin Seri Dr Siti
Hasmah Mohamed Ali tonorrow afternoon, is scheduled to deliver his keynote
address at a sem nar on the 20th anniversary of the 'Look East Policy',
organi sed by Japan's Mnistry of Foreign Affairs and the Ni hon Kei za
Shi nbun.

About 400 participants including Japanese Chi ef Cabi net Secretary Yasuo
Fukuda and a Mal aysi an del egation | ed by Public Service Departnment
Director-Ceneral Tan Sri Jamal uddi n Damanhuri will attend the semi nar.

Dr Mahathir has a very tight schedul e which includes an audi ence with
Enperor Akihito, a neeting with Koizum , and a neeting wth Japanese
Fi nance M ni ster Masaj uro Shi okawa. A neeting with Japanese busi nessnmen and
corporate | eaders is also slated.

O inportance will be a breakfast wi th Japanese corporate | eaders who
will include the president and chief executive officers of Mtsubish
Sumi tono, Hitachi, Sharp, Mtshushita and Dai hatsu, on Friday.

"Hopefully, during the nmeeting, the Prime Mnister can discuss with the
corporate | eaders on how we can cooperate further and how t hey can enhance
their participation in the Ml aysi an devel opnent and econony," said
Mar zuki

Dr Mahathir is also scheduled to visit the Tokyo Disney Sea, the first
thene park of its kind in the world, to observe the | atest innovations, new
t echnol ogy and ani mati on products.

In the afternoon, the Prine Mnister is scheduled to deliver a keynote
address at a synposiumentitled "lslam Fostering Peace and Di al ogue in an
I nt erdependant World," to be held at the United Nations University.

This is a very inportant synposium the first to be held in Japan, said
Mar zuki

The synposiumis organi sed by the United Nations University,
anbassadors of the Organisation of Islamc Conference (O C) nenber
countries and the Diet (Japanese Parlianent) Conmittee of Islam which was
established after the Sept 11 attacks on the United States, to deal with



i ssues and matters on |slam

"Al'l O C anbassadors here have requested that Dr Mahathir deliver the
keynote address. This is a clear testinony of respect of Dr Mahathir's
views, to articulate on Islam" he said.

Mar zuki said that participants of the synposiumare nostly the Japanese
public, right fromthe D et nenbers, corporate and business | eaders to
academ ci ans and the ordi nary peopl e.

"Dr Mahathir's views on Islamand Islamin the nodern world have been
taken seriously by the international world," he said, adding that the
response for the synposi umwas overwhel m ng, having exceeded t he 400
seating capacity of the hall.

Mar zuki said that Dr Mahathir woul d al so hold a dial ogue after
delivering his keynote address.

The Prinme Mnister is then scheduled to | eave for Sendai, north Tokyo,
for a private visit.

He is expected to fly home fromthe Sendai Airport on Tuesday.
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