24 OCT 2002
Mahat hi r - Cabl e Car
DR M HOPEFUL TOURI STS W LL USE CABLE CAR SERVI CE

LANGKAW , Cct 24 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad i s confident tourists comingtothis resort island will use the
cabl e car service which Iinks the 708-netre-high Gunung Machi nchang at
Burau Bay with the I ntegrated Shoppi ng Conplex at Oriental Vill age.

"I amsatisfied with its performance and | hope many tourists will use
the service," he told reporters after visiting several devel opnment
projects, including the RMA6-m | |lion cable car project, here.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir, who arrived with Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed
Razak Syed Zain at the Langkawi |nternational Aiport, was greeted by
Langkawi Menber of Parlianment Datuk Abu Bakar Taib and other dignitaries.

Dr Mahat hir said the gondol a-shaped cabl e car, which could carry six
people at a time, was attractive.

"The panoram c vi ew fromatop Gunung Machi nchang i s very beautiful wth
t he cool er weather fromthe ground," he said.

The project, a joint venture between Doppl e- Mayer of Austria and a
| ocal conpany, is expected to be operational next nonth.

Tourists using the service will have an opportunity to enjoy the
panoram ¢ view of the entire Langkawi |sland and view Tarutao |sland and
Sat un beach in southern Thail and.

Accordi ng to Abdul Manaf Majid, Langkawi Devel opnent Authority's
Techni cal Manager, Dr Mahathir al so gave the green light to build a
RMR-mi | 1ion suspension bridge spanni ng over a 100mravi ne between the
t wo- peak Gunung Machi nchang with the middl e station of the cable car.

During the four-hour visit, Dr Mahathir al so conducted an aerial view
of the construction of the Langkawi Harbour Park at Pantai Kok being built
under the Mediterranean concept.

He was briefed on the progress of the project by project consultant
Dat uk Azhar Mansor, who is al so Mal aysi a's national nmariner.

Azhar said the two-phase RVO-nillion project was progressing snoothly.

The park will have a marina that can house 100 yachts at a time.

Various acconmodation facilities, including three-star hotels and
apartnments, would be built at the 12-hectare park.

Asked whet her the recent bonbings in Bali, |Indonesia mght attract nore
tourists to Langkawi, Dr Mahathir said: "I don't know "
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