05 APR 2002
Mahat hir- G ati tude
DR MAHATHI R EXPRESSES H S GRATI TUDE TO EVERYONE

LANGKAW, April 5 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad t oni ght conveyed his gratitude to the people for their support and
contribution which had assisted in bringing devel opnent to the country.

He said that without the support of the multi-racial community who
| oved peace, it would be very difficult for the country to achi eve the
devel oprment enj oyed now.

"Wthout the people's support, it's inpossible for the government to
devel op the country, and efforts to devel op the nati on becane nuch easi er
because the rakyat love tolive in peace," he said at the Prine Mnister's
Appreci ati on Ni ght organi sed by the Langkawi Bari san Nasi onal at Dewan
Mahsuri, here.

He t hanked governnent officers and staff for their ability to carry out
the administration of the country efficiently.

He al so t hanked the i ndustrialists and busi nessnen because wi t hout
efficient entrepreneurs it would be inpossible to devel op the country.

"Even i f we have good political |eadership, efficient governnment
officers and staff, it will be i npossible to devel op the country wi thout
efficient entrepreneurs,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said it was possible to devel op the country because
everyone gave their cooperation to the governnment and di d not pose nuch
probl ens.

He al so thanked the m nisters, nenteris besar and chi ef m nisters,
executive council nmenbers, state assenbl ynen, nenbers of parlianment and
senators

"\When one thanks the Prime M nister, it means that the appreciationis
alsogivento the mnisters, nenteris besar, exco nmenbers, nenbers of
parlianent and senators because | amtheir | eader," he said.

Touching on hinsel f, Dr Mahathir said without the people's support, it
woul d have been i npossi bl e for hi mto becone a peopl e's representative,
Educati on M nister, Deputy Prinme Mnister and Prime M nister for 21 years.

He said the achi evenrent was due to the support of the people for him
and "actually, it's | who should be thankful because of the people's
support."”

"The support gave ne inspiration and | amthankful to Allah for being
gi ven the opportunity to serve the people, religion and country, ™ he said.

The gathering was specially organi sed to express gratitude to the Prine
M ni ster who had contributed much to Langkawi and its people to the extent
that the once quiet island has nowtransfornmed to a world fanmous resort
i sl and.

Al so present was the Prine Mnister's wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah
Mohd Al'i.
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