25 OCT 2002
Agong- Assenbl y
UNI TE, DEEPEN KNOALEDGE ON | SLAM AGONG ADVI SES MUSLI M5

KUALA LUWMPUR, Cct 25 (Bernama) -- The Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku Syed
Sirajuddin Putra Janmalullail tonight called on Muslins to unite and enhance
their know edge and understandi ng of |slam

"This is the best way for Muslinms to achi eve success in all our efforts
and to ensure our well-being inthis world and hereafter,” he said when
opening the 44th international -1 evel Quran Reciters' Assenbly thened
"Together I n Appreciating Islam s Beauty."

The King said Islamwas a celestial religion w th good teachings as
evident fromthe contents of the Al-Quran and Hadith (deeds and sayi ngs of
Prophet Muhanmad).

He said it was clear fromthe first revelation of Surah Al' Al aq t hat
know edge bri ngs devel opnent t hat enconpasses econony, sci ence and
t echnol ogy whi ch were crucial for mankind in their daily |ives.

He sai d success attained by a race could not be sustained if the people
wer e di vi ded.

"Unity is very inportant in preserving progress, excellence and
wel | -bei ng. As such, Al ah ugres Muslins to be united and avoi d di vi si ons, "
he said.

Real i si ng t he dangers of disunity, he said, the Governnment had and
woul d t ake appropriate neasures in tackling divisions anong t he peopl e and
keep a cl ose watch on el enents that coul d threaten national security.

Thi s was because t he undesirable el enents were waiting for the
opportune tine to resort to whatever actions to achi eve their evi
i ntentions, he said.

"The government will ensure racial harnony is preserved so that the
peopl e can | ead a peaceful and tranquil life," he added.

Earlier, Mnister inthe Prime Mnister's Department Datuk Abdul Hanid
Zai nal Hami d sai d Kosovo was participating for the first tineinthis
year's assenbly along with 63 other countries.

He said this year's assenbly had created history with the bi ggest ever
participation since thereciters' assenbly was introduced in 1961

The encouragi ng response fromlslam c countri es showed Mal aysi a was a
nmodel to Muslinms worlw de who recogni sed her as an I sl am ¢ State which had
progressed far ahead in the journey to honour the integrity and dignity of
I sl am said Abdul Hamid, who is also the six-day assenbly's main commttee
chai r man.

Three gari (men reciters) and a gariah (wonman reciter) fromfour
countries took to the stage tonight to recite the Holy Quran

They are Abderaouf Ben Slinmane Benbouker from Tunisia, Mhd Ri za
Hussi n of Singapore and South Africa's I gshaan Taliep and Magnooda Tal i ep.

Present were Raja Pernmai suri Agong Tuanku Fauzi ah Tengku Abdul Rashi d,
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad, his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti
Hasmah Mohd Ali and Yang di-Pertua Negeri of Melaka Tun Syed Ahmad
Shahabudi n and wi fe.
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