09 MAR 2002
Mahat hi r - Sahoca
DR MAHATH R MEETS FELLOW OLD BOYS

PUTRAJAYA, March 9 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad and wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohamed Ali took time-off their
busy schedul e to spend nore than two-and-a-half hours with Sultan Abdu
Ham d O d Col | egi ans Associ ati on (Sahoca) nenbers at Seri Perdana, here
t oday.

About 400 fornmer students, their spouses and children attended the get
toget her function of the association in which Dr Mahathir is the president.

Dr Mahathir is an old boy of the college

In his hunurous and witty speech at the function, the Prine Mnister
said he was happy to neet old friends although he did not recognise sone of
t hem anynore because of their age.

"I do neet a | ot of Sahoca nmenbers who are in governnent service while
at work but | amstill disappointed and sonetinmes feel lonely as there are
not many Kedahans in the public sector or in conpani es based i n Kual a
Lurmpur, " he said.

In jest, he said Kedahans should not think that Kedah was the only
place in the world and that it was the greatest but should nove out to
ot her places |ike Kuala Lunpur.

"Pl ease conme and work here... nobst of the government officers are from
Kel ant an, but we want equal representation fromall states," he said.

Dr Mahathir said he would like to see Kedahans becone a bit nore
anbi tious by venturing out of the state.

"Even in politics | would like to see nore of them of course when
say join politics it does not mean join Pas, join UVWNO ah," he said

He al so spoke on the new phenonmenon in the country where wonen seened
to out-nunber nen in getting good jobs in the governnent.

"I am happy to see that wonen are nore serious in their work, | am
beginning to rely nore on them" he said.

Recounting his recent experiences on his visit to Antarctica, Dr
Mahat hir said everything froze in that continent including a person's hair.

"We had to use six layers of clothes but at least | had my wife with me
to keep me warm so did all the other three mnisters who were with ne.

"But there is no chance of marrying another wife in Antarctica because
the only inhabitants there were penguins and seal s,” he added.

He said al though he visited Antarctica when it was sunmer there, the
tenperature was way too col d.

Dr Mahathir said to get to Antarctica the Mal aysian expedition had to
overcome storny sea with waves of up to fifty feet.

"I survived, it was a very interesting journey... it teaches you about
instability and its neaning," he said.
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