22 DEC 2002
Meet i ng- Mahat hi r
DR M ARRI VES FOR RETREAT MEETI NG W TH THAI CABI NET

From Mohd Fi sol Jaaf ar

HAADYAI , Dec 22 (Bernama) - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamed, | eadi ng a del egation of ministers and senior officials, arrived
here today for a half-day informal meeting with his Thai counterpart
Thaksi n Shi nawat ra and ot her cabi net nenbers to i ron out | ongstandi ng
i ssues and di scuss pl ans of conmon interests.

Dr Mahathir was greeted on arrival at the JB Hotel here -- the venue of
the neeting -- by Thaksin at 11.10am(Thai time). The Mal aysi an del egati on
had taken a one-hour drive fromthe Sadao-Bukit Kayu Hi tam border
checkpoi nt, 56kmsout h of here, where Thai Foreign M nister Dr Surakiart
Sat hirathai was on hand to receive them

Oficials said the neeting was expected to focus on bilateral issues,
cross-border natters and econonic strategies.

Upon arrival in Haadyai, Dr Mahathir and Thaksin delivered bri ef
openi ng remarks and adj ourned for a four-eye neeting before joining their
mnisters for a working | unch neeting.

Oficials said although there was no agenda for the Cabi net retreat
meeting, the two governnments were expected to focus their tal ks on howto
mai ntai n peace al ong t he Thai - Mal aysi an conmon border and happi ness for the
peopl e of both countries.

O her topics for discussion are cross-border relations, terrorismand
economic matters, in particular the Thai-Mal aysi an gas pi pel i ne project,
whi ch faces strong objection fromThai villagers and environnmentalists who
claimthat the project would pollute villages and fishing grounds.

Bot h governnents have said the US$700 nmillion (RM2. 66 billion) project
woul d bring jobs to the region and hel p supply gas to the Ml aysi an
peni nsul a.

It involves the laying of a 366km 1 ong pipeline fromthe Gulf of
Thai l and to Mal aysi a.

On Friday, sonme 1,000 peopl e denpnstrated outside the JB Hotel in
central Haadyai, urging the governnent to scrap the project. The police
were forced to act when the crowd becane unruly.

Yest erday, Thai Energy M ni ster Phongt hep Thepkhanj ana said t he Tha
government was ready to |listen to public opinions on the project, although
ininplenmenting the project it would be inpossible for the government to
sati sfy everybody.
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