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Dr Mahathir and Cabi net reciprocate with Haadyai visit
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IN Mal aysia, it is customary for neighbours to reciprocate visits to each
ot her's open house during the festive season. So, too, for Prine Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad, who | eads a del egati on of Cabi net

M nisters and officials to Haadyai today.

Apart from hol ding neetings with his Thai counterpart Thaksin Shi nawatra
and Cabinet, Dr Mahathir and the Mal aysi an delegation will be in the
southern Thai town to return a visit by the Thai |eadership.

Thaksin and his mnisters had attended the National Hari Raya Aidilfitri
Open House in Jitra yesterday.

Such gestures will go a long way in strengthening ties between two
nei ghbouring countri es whi ch have nunerous comon interests.

Two neetings have been schedul ed between the | eaderships at the JB Hote
Haadyai .

VWile Dr Mahathir and Thaksin will conduct a one-to-one neeting at noon,
t he Cabi net nmenbers of both countries will hold tal ks.

Security, post-Sept 11, is one of the nmany things to be discussed.

I ndonesi a, the Philippines and Mal aysia forged a Sout heast Asian anti -
terrorismpact in My.

The pact focuses on sharing intelligence, resources and personnel to
fight terrorism

Canbodi a and Thai | and have since joined. Singapore, mneanwhile, has
bilateral security arrangenent wi th Indonesia, the Philippines and
Mal aysi a.

The security co-operation between Ml aysia and Thail and, which has
al ways been good, shifted into top gear last nonth followi ng the visit by
Thai Interior Mnister Wan Muhanmad Noor Matha to Putraj aya.

H's meeting with Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badaw
resulted in an agreenent to foster closer co-operation on border security
and | aw enforcenent to eradi cate snmuggling and apprehend crimnals.

Despite alarm st reports about the Ml aysi a-Thai border area being a
"haven" for terror groups, both countries can rely on their long history
of successfully conbating terror activities in their joint border areas to
make such a security pact effective

Thai | and has been successful in warding off attenpts at creating a
mlitant struggle by various groups, including the Pattani United
Li berati on Organisation (Pulo) and the Bari san Revol usi Nasi onal Pattani
( BRNP)

Simlarly, Malaysia has a wealth of experience in dealing with the
Conmmuni st Party of Ml aya since 1948, a struggle won by the authorities
when the Comunists |aid down their arnms on Dec 2, 1989.

Apart from security, Malaysia and Thail and al so have many joint economc
interests to be discussed during the neeting.

Among themis the gas pipeline project between the two countries.

The 352km |l ong pipeline is part of a US$1.5 billion (RVb.7 billion)
joint venture to exploit an offshore gas field in the GQulf of Thail and.

The proposed pipeline is slated to pass through five villages on the
Thai coast, 950km south of Bangkok. A gas separation plant and an adj acent
20, 000- hectare industrial zone would also be built in the area.

The project grabbed Thai public attention due to objections by various
| ocal communities and environmental groups. These objections have del ayed
the project for nore than a year



It is hoped the neeting between the country's top | eadership wll
provide the inpetus for the project to remain on course until conpletion.
The determination of the Thai Government is evident. Thaksin in July
stated his Governnent's determ nation to see the project cone to fruition.

Anot her project which will step up a gear is the sharing of power supply
bet ween Tenaga Nasional Bhd (TNB) and the Electricity Generating Authority
of Thailand (Egat).

An agreenent on the project which was signed yesterday was one of the
hi ghli ghts of Thaksin's visit to Kedah.

The project allows power supply to be traded between TNB and Egat, and
allows the two power producers to share electricity supply during system
energenci es or incidence of shortages. It paves the way for an anbitious
undertaking to create a fully interconnected Asean Transm SSion power
grid.

Ti es between the peoples of Ml aysia and Thail and have traditionally
been strong. Many Mal aysians living in the border States, for exanple,
have bl oodlines that can be traced to conmunities across the border.

It leads to a delightful situation for the visiting Ml aysian, who
di scovers many anong his hosts in southern Thail and speaki ng fluent Mal ay
and practising the Malay culture.

Li kewise, it is hoped that the Thais who came to the National Hari Raya
Aidilfitri open house |last night were equally delighted to find anong the
guests, nenbers of the Thai conmunity of this country, as well as
Mal aysi ans of all races who mingled in an at nosphere of nei ghbourliness.
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