17/ 08/ 2002

Dr Mahathir wi tnesses row during prayer tinme at Terengganu nosque

KUALA TERENGGANU, Fri. - Friday prayers at a nosque here today were marred
by a scranble to |l ead the congregation, w tnessed by Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

Pas State Legislative Assenbly Speaker Datuk Hussain Awang tried to take
the pulpit after the sernon was delivered by duty i mam Mohd Nor Abu Bakar

It was understood that Hussain had insisted that it was his turn to | ead
the congregation at the Losong Haji Mat Shafie Mysque.

The prayers, however, proceeded snmoothly after Hussain was allowed to
take the role of the inmm

It is also believed that about 15 people, believed to be Pas supporters
| ed by Hussain and State Exco Council menber Abdul Wahid Endut, had gone
to the nosque about noon, apparently intending to | ead the congregation
and deliver the sernon

However, on the advice of nbsque comm ttee nmenber Datuk CGhazali Ahmad,
the Pas del egation agreed to allow Mohd Nor to deliver the sernon while
Hussain woul d | ead the prayers.

State police chief Senior Assistant Conmi ssioner (1) OQhman Talib
confirmed the incident.

Dr Mahat hir expressed his di sappoi ntnent over the incident, which he
recount ed when | aunchi ng a housing project for fishermen's famlies in
Kanpung Tok Jenbal

He, however, did not nane the person who scranbled to be the i mam

"I amsad that there should be a tussle,” he said. "There is already an
i mam at the nosque and it was his duty to | ead the prayers.”

He said those who attenpted to replace the imamtoday did not normally
performtheir prayers at the npbsque.

"Way is it that he wanted to be the iman? | do not understand why there
was a scranble. W are Muslinms and should not be doing such things," he
sai d.

"I"'mgrateful to God for being able to performthe Friday prayers at the
nmosque. On hearing that | was going to pray there, Pas supporters wanted
to deliver the sernmon to condemn the visitor to the nosque,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said when the man did not succeed in being the khatib, he
denmanded to be the imam

He said the Umo supporters, however, accepted him and allowed himto
| ead the prayers "because that is the teaching of our religion.™

He added that the magnanimity of Umo nmenbers in accepting a i mamfrom
anong Pas menbers was unlike that of followers of the Opposition party,
who would go to the extent of isolating Muslins and refusing to accept the
i mam appoi nted by the CGovernnent.

After the prayers, Dr Mahathir | aunched the Unmah Training Institute
| ocated at the nobsque.

Dr Mahathir said a nosque was a place for Muslins to gather and build
friendshi ps anong each other, and not a place to quarrel

"I want to ask Pas where they |learned that a nosque is a place to fight?
But this is what Pas is doing," he said.
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