05 AUG 2002
Mahat hi r - Akayev
DR MAHATHI R CALLS ON KYRGYZ PRESI DENT

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 5 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad cal | ed on Kyrgyz Presi dent Askar Akayev at the hotel where he is
staying during his two-day visit here, this norning.

Akayev, who earlier arrived fromLangkawi where he attended the
Langkawi International Dialogue (LID), is |eading a 50-nmenber del egati on.

Acconpani ed by his wi fe, MiramAkayeva, the Kyrgyz president's
ent our age conprises First Deputy Prinme M nister Kurnmanbek OGsnobnov, several
Cabi net m ni sters, senior governnent officials and busi ness peopl e.

Dr Mahat hir was acconpani ed by his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnah
Mohamed Ali, during the 30-ninute nmeeting.

Al so present were Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar and
Information Mnister Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob who is minister-in-attendance.

Akayev's visit, his second after 1995, is ai ned at renew ng personal
ties with Dr Mahathir as well as enhancing bilateral ties and econom c
cooperati on between Ml aysi a and t he Kyrgyz Republi c.

Syed Hamid tol d Bernana afterward that Dr Mahat hir and Akayev di scussed
various bilateral issues and devel opnent i n Mal aysi a and the republic.

"Dr Mahathir and Akayev exchanged views and the Kyrgyz president stated
that he is inpressed with Mal aysia's achi evenent," he sai d.

The | eaders are scheduled to hold formal tal ks this afternoon when t hey
neet in Putrajaya.

Syed Hami d al so said that Akayev stated that his attendance at the LID
was nost beneficial as he had been able to participate i nstead of just
bei ng an observer.

The Kyrgyz president and his wi fe were accorded an official wel come on
their arrival at the Parlianent Square here.

He was net by the Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku Syed Sirajuddi n Tuanku
Syed Putra Jamalul lail, the Raja Pernmai suri Agong Tuanku Fauzi ah Tengku
Abdul Rashid, Dr Mahathir and Dr Siti Hasmah.

The national anthems of both countries were played and a 21-gun sal ute
was fired during the cerenony.

Akayev al so i nspected a guard-of -honour nounted by 107 of fi cers and men
of the Royal Mal ay Regi nent | ed by Mej Handan Musa. The band of the Royal
Armour Corps | ed by Kapt Jail ani Mbhaned Ckhtat was in attendance.

He was al so i ntroduced to the Cabi net m nisters and heads of foreign
m ssi on here.

Toni ght, Akayev and his wife are scheduled to call on the Yang
di - Pertuan Agong and | ater attend a state banquet at |stana Negara.
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