08 JUN 2002
Mahat hi r- Vi si t
DR MMHATH R S VISIT TO BOOST MALAYSI A- SW TZERLAND TI ES

By: Mohd Fi sol Jaafar

ZURI CH, June 8 (Bernama) -- Barely a nonth after visiting the United
States (US), Japan and South Korea, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad arrives in Switzerland tonmorrow to state Malaysia's firmstand in
the fight against terrorismand sincerity in establishing friendly
relations with other nations.

This will be raised during his neeting with Switzerland Presi dent
Kaspar Villiger on Monday to further strengthen the existing close
rel ati ons between Kual a Lunpur and Berne.

The di scussi ons between the two | eaders and the subsequent del egati on
nmeetings are expected to focus on bilateral issues as well as regional and
international matters for nutual benefits.

General ly, Malaysia views Switzerland, which is also |ike Ml aysia, as
adopting a non-confrontati onal approach in several international matters,
especially in easing tension between countries enbroiled in conflicts.

Swi tzerl and sees Mal aysia as an influential Asian power in the
international arena, at |east anong the Sout h-east Asian regi on, whose
voi ce is increasingly being sought by major world powers.

For exanpl e, the nove by Washington to accept Ml aysia's approach and
determ nation in tackling i ssues on violence and nmilitancy is a significant
recognition and nmust al so be known by ot her governnents.

The Prime Mnister's visit will not only enable Malaysia to state its
stand in terns of inter-governnmental relations but also to clarify that the
country had never changed its attitude in welcom ng foreign investors,
especially those resulting in a win-win situation.

Al t hough trade between Switzerland and Mal aysia i s considered snal
conmpared to the other European countries, Switzerland of fers Ml aysia an
opportunity in enhancing skills in engineering, electronic, conputer and
aut onoti ve technol ogi es besi des agriculture and ani mal husbandry.

It al so provides an opportunity for Mal aysia to increase cooperation in
the field of finance as it is a top financial centre in Europe and the
wor | d.

On the other hand, Mal aysia nust be viewed as a suitable and econonica
| ocation for the Swiss manufacturing industry to grow and set up
manuf acturing facilities here.

According to trade statistics for January to March 2002, the two-way
trade was favourable to Switzerl and whi ch exported goods worth RM/14.5
MIllion to Malaysia and inported | ess than RML35.6 m | lion.
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