07/ 09/ 2002
Special task force to probe Filipino girl's rape allegation

Chok Suat Ling; Jasbir Singh

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Federal police have set up a task force to

i nvestigate an allegation that a 13-year-old Filipino girl was raped while
in detention in Kota Ki nabal u.

The nove follows a directive fromPrine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad yesterday for a swift and thorough investigation of the allegation
whi ch has been reported in the Philippine Press for the past few days.

Federal Crimnal Investigation Department chief Datuk Salleh Mat Som
said the report by the Philippine del egati on, which probed conditions at
detention canps in Sabah, had been converted into a police report to
initiate investigations.

He said the task force, conprising officers fromthe Federal police
sexual crinmes and legal division, would be Ied by CID assistant director
for special investigations Assistant Conmm ssioner Takbir Ahmad and
prosecution and | egal officer Deputy Superintendent Yahya Ranmli.

The teamwi || be assisted by Interpol

"Al t hough Sabah police have already set up an investigation team
Federal police feel we can provide assistance

"W would Iike to conduct a thorough investigation with the help of the
Phil i ppine authorities,” he added.

The Philippine authorities had pl edged support for the investigation
Sall eh said after nmeeting the Philippine Enbassy M ni ster and Consu
General Luis Cruz at Bukit Aman today.

He said assistance fromthe Philippines was needed to interview the girl
and record her statenent.

The girl is currently in Zanboanga, southern Phili ppines.

Sal l eh said police had requested either the girl be brought back to
Mal aysia or for arrangenents to be nmade for the task force to travel to
the Philippines to interview her.

"At the noment, we need to verify the allegation and get details of the
i nci dent, such as where it happened and who was involved, so that the
i nvestigation can be conducted.”

In addition, he said police would al so need to gather corroborative and
medi cal evidence to prepare investigation papers which would then be
submitted to the Attorney Ceneral .

Sal l eh said police hoped to conplete investigations into the case, which
has been classified as rape, as soon as possible.

"We take the allegation very seriously ... especially because it
i nvol ves the citizen of a neighbouring country who is a mnor," he said.

Meanwhil e, Cruz said he would be filing a report to the Philippine
Government on the "swift, clear and decisive" action taken by the
Mal aysi an Government on the issue.

"W will work closely with the Mal aysian authorities,” he said.

"We are pleased with Malaysia's swift action. It is best that this
matter be brought to a close as soon as possible as we do not want this
irritant to affect bilateral relations.”

He said the Philippine Governnment woul d deci de whether the girl would be
i nterviewed there or brought to Ml aysi a.
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