12 OCT 2002
Gaya- Reacti on (Leaders)
RESOUNDI NG VI CTORY SHOWS PEOPLE ARE ALL FOR BN

KOTA Kl NABALU, Cct 12 (Bernama) -- Leaders of the Sabah Bari san
Nasi onal (BN) conponent parties have described the coalition's thunping
victory in the Gaya parliamentary by-election as a clear proof that the
peopl e are very nuch for the BN

The victory with a threefold increase in majority also shows that the
BN has gai ned nore support follow ng the re-adm ssion of Parti Bersatu
Sabah (PBS) into the BN early this year.

PBS president Datuk Joseph Pairin Kitingan said the party was happy
that BN candi date Li ew Teck Chan had won the by-election with a very big
najority.

"The 11, 000-over nmjority is a very confortable and satisfactory w n.
do believe the people have indicated their support for the BN as well as
PBS whi ch has becone part of them (the BN)," he told reporters at the
vote-tallying centre at Dewan Maksak, near here, tonight.

Pairin said the victory augured well for the people and t he governnent.

He hoped that the governnent woul d continue to resol ve outstanding

i ssues such as those on illegal immgrants and devel opnent projects.
"l hope the governnment will take all these into consideration after
getting a huge majority fromthe people in Gaya. Personally, |I'mvery, very

happy with the result and thank all the supporters regardl ess of race, for
contributing to the increased majority for the BN. "

Hi s deputy Datuk Dr Maximus Ongkili said the victory showed that PBS
supporters had truly come hone to the BN

"I't needed a by-election to prove that, but it's great and augurs wel |
with the call of unity of the people of Sabah. BN won convincingly in al
polling centres previously dom nated by PBS, show ng that the party has
really delivered," said Ongkili.

In the by-election, BN s Liew Teck Chan polled 15, 639 votes agai nst the
3,716 obtai ned by H ew King Cheu of DAP. Christina Liew of Parti Keadil an
Nasi onal could only manage 2,613 votes and | ost her deposit.

Sabah Umo chai rman Datuk Miusa Aman said the victory was a thunpi ng
endorsenent fromthe people for the ruling coalition

"This shows solid support fromthe Gaya voters for the BN candi date
and | thank all BN campaigners fromthroughout the country, especially
Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badaw ," he said.

Congratul ating Liew and BN party workers for the victory, United
Pasoknmonogun Kadazandusun Murut Organi sati on (Upko) president Tan Sr
Ber nard Donpok said the result augured well for political stability in the
state.

"Wth this victory we can | ook forward to nore devel opnent for the
state as what the Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad has said
this is the time to concentrate on devel opnent in Sabah."

Asked whet her the victory shows that PBS supporters are with the party,
Donmpok said tonight's result showed that the people supported the PBS
return to BN

Sabah Progressive Party (SAPP) president Datuk Yong Teck Lee said he
was extrenely pleased with the victory of the BN candi date whom he regards
as a very capabl e person to continue the service to the people of Gaya.

"The result shows that a | ot of people have cone out to showtheir
support for the BN and al so to show that they have the confidence in the BN
to solve the problemof the rakyat," said Yong, who was the MP for Gaya



until his disqualification which led to the by-election.

Sabah M C chairman V.Jothi said the win showed that the people had
faith in BN, especially in inplenmenting devel opnment programes.

Umo vi ce-president Tan Sri Muhammad Miuhamad Taib said it was an
overwhelming majority for BN and this showed that the support for the
coalition had i ncreased

"The entry of PBS has hel ped to increase the mgjority and we wee that
voters in Sabah have rejected opposition parties,” he said.

Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob concurred wi th Mihamrad,
sayi ng the peopl e have rejected the opposition.

"This shows that although the percentage turnout has dropped, they are
still not supporting the candi dates of the other parties, and this speaks
well of the BN s ability,"” he said.

The victory has also won praise froma non-BN party, the Ml aysian
I ndi an Musl i m Congress (KIMVA) which described it as a great success.

"KI MMA congratul ates BN and the people for making the wi se vote," its
secretary-general Amr Hansa said.
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