25/ 08/ 2002

PM gi ven warm wel conme by students in Johor

PASIR GUDANG, Sat. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad took a
rare break frompolitics today on his one-day working visit to Johor
focusing instead on patriotismand the interest of students.

He was given a rapturous wel come at the closing cerenony of the
Secondary School Student Leaders Patriotic Assenbly here.

Dr Mahathir was greeted by over 7,000 secondary school students who
cheered himas he made his way into the Pasir Gudang Minici pal Stadi um

The national -1 evel assenbly was attended by 1,040 student |eaders. They
visited historical sites in the State and attended notivational tal ks and
programes on patriotismduring the five-day | eadership workshop

O her students from Johor Baru district were specially ferried to the
stadium for the closing cerenony, which was al so attended by Education
M nister Tan Sri Musa Mohammad and Johor Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul GChan
O hman.

The event was nmarked by a brass band and traditional dance performances
as well as a mnusical sketch on the country's independence struggle
initiated by Datuk Onn Jaafar - the founder of Umo.

It was al so marked by a performance of the traditional dance, zapin, by
1, 038 students.

At UTM nore than 5,000 undergraduates waved niniature Jalur Gem | ang
(national flags) and cheered as Dr Mahathir arrived.

The students, who packed Dewan Sultan |Iskandar, listened attentively to
his 45-m nute speech, which was peppered with advice on the need for them
to inprove thenselves and resist attenpts by irresponsible quarters to
i nfl uence them negatively.

The tail-end of the function saw Dr Mahathir presenting UTM vice-
chancel  or Datuk Dr Mohd zul kifli Mhd Ghazali with a plaque signifying
the granting of the university's Miltinedi a Super Corridor status.

It was again a struggle for the Prime Mnister to | eave the hall as the
students scranbl ed to shake his hand.

Spont aneous shouts of "Merdeka!" and "Long |live Ml aysial" were heard
fromthe students as Dr Mahathir made his way to his car.
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