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Raf i dah- Engl i sh
USE OF ENGLI SH HELPS YOUNGER GENERATI ON TO BE MORE COMPETI Tl VE

KUALA LUVPUR, Aug 2 (Bernama) -- Wanita Umo chief Datuk Seri Rafidah
Azi z said today the use of English | anguage in the teachi ng of science and
mat hematics will assist the younger generation to be nore conpetitive in
the era of gl obalisation.

She said those who opposed the use of English in the teaching of the
two subj ects should | ook at it objectively and shoul d not have any doubt
about its inplenentation.

The use of English in teaching the two subjects would al so not erode
the identity of any race, she said at a nedia conference after chairing the
novenent's exco neeting at Umo headquarters, here.

From experi ence, she said, the children of Malays, Chinese, Indians or
any ot her race who went for further studies abroad and usi ng vari ous
| anguages i ncl udi ng English for years, had not lost their racial identity
or forgotten their culture.

She said the administrators of Chinese prinmary schools should | ook at
t he usage of English as sonething that coul d devel op their younger
generation, because this approach was on par with the gl obal approach.

In fact, she said, Japan and Chi na were now adopting a total inmersion
approach in the teaching of English | anguage.

"Those who fear the use of English | anguage are those who have weak
self-identity," Rafidah said.

She said Wanita Umo fully supported t he governnment policy to inplenent
the use of English in the teaching of science and mathematics in school s.

On the PAS canpai gns during the by-elections for the Pendang
parliamentary and Anak Bukit state seats in Kedah | ast nonth, she said the
opposition party was prepared to resort to whatever nmeans to win the
el ections even if what they did had deviated fromthe Islanic religion
culture and et hics.

Rafi dah sai d such acts showed that PAS was desperate in wanting to win
the el ection.

She sai d Wanita Umo had conpleted its report on the by-el ections,

i ncl udi ng t he weaknesses and i nadequaci es i dentifi ed.

The report woul d be submitted to Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad and hi s deputy, Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badaw .
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