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Hual on- | ndons
RI OT-H T TEXTI LE FACTORY | NTENDS TO RECRU T MORE FEMALE | NDONS

SEREMBAN, Jan 23 (Bernama) -- A Taiwanese textile conpany at the NI ai
I ndustrial Estate, whose |Indonesian workers staged a ranpage | ast Thursday,
is considering taking in nore femal e | ndonesi an enpl oyees in future.

Hual on Corporation (M Sdn Bhd Manager Johnson Hsu, however, said it
woul d depend on the Mal aysi an governnment's forei gn workers' recruitnment
policy.

"If they (Ml aysi an governnent) allow us to recruit fermal e | ndonesi an
workers, we're happy to do so. W' ve discussed this matter and the conpany
had agreed to take in nore fenml e I ndonesi an workers in future," he told
Ber nama t oday.

He said the nove followed | ast Thursday's rioting by about 500
I ndonesi an wor kers who went on a ranpage, damagi ng police vehicles and the
conpany's properties, in protest over the arrests of 16 of their coll eagues
who were tested positive for drugs.

At present, the conpany has 1, 700 I ndonesi an workers includi ng about
100 femml e enpl oyees. Most of themare from Medan

Besi des | ndonesi ans, the conpany enpl oyed 1, 200 Bangl adeshi s and about
4,500 | ocal s.

Asked to comrent on Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad' s
statement that Indonesia night be the last choice in the recruitnent of
foreign workers to Mal aysia, Hsu said the conpany woul d abi de by the
gover nnent' s deci si on.

He al so expressed satisfaction with the action taken by the police in
handl i ng t he incident.

Hsu said the factory managenent did not expect such an incident to
happen at the factory's hostel.

"We' Il not tolerate such unruly behaviours in future. The managenent is
monitoring the situation,” he added.

A total of 146 Indonesian workers have been detained follow ng the
i ncident, including 21 |last night. Sixty-nine of themwere deported to
their country today.
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