19 SEP 2002
Maznah- Ti oman
DON T BE GREEDY, Tl OQVAN RESI DENTS TOLD

PULAU TI OVAN, Sept 19 (Bernanma) -- A Pahang state executive councillor
has urged residents of Pulau Ti onman, which becanme duty-free last Sept 1
not to be greedy and succunb to tenpting offers for their |and.

I nstead, the | and owners shoul d exerci se pati ence as the Pahang
government had pl ans to systematically devel op the i sl and, sai d Dat uk
Maznah Mazl an, who is the State Culture, Arts and TourismCommittee
chai r man.

She said the state governnment woul d regul ate any devel opnent on t he
resort island to safeguard the interest of residents as well as its
envi ronnent al conservati on.

"The state governnent will lay out a devel opment plan whi ch provi des
busi ness and public zones apart frominfrastructures which will have no
adverse ef fects on | ocal residents and the environnent," she tol d newsmen
here yesterday.

The nove to make Pul au Ti oman Mal aysia's third duty-free island, after
Labuan and Langkawi , was announced by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmad early this year

Maznah sai d the state governnent woul d spent RMBO nillion to devel op
only nine per cent of theisland' s land, and this did not include its
hills, jungles and beaches.

She said this was the governnment's devel opnent strategy as it wanted to
conserve Tioman's environnment in order to woo nore tourists.

Pul au Ti oman, | ocated 36 nautical niles fromTanjung Genok, Ronpin, has
a popul ation of 3,201 who stay in settlenents |ike Kanpung Sal ang, Air
Bat ang, Tekek, Genting, Mukut, Lanting, N pah and Juara.

Maznah sai d: "Sone peopl e here do not quite understand what duty-free
means. They think that the island will be an instant commerci al centre but
t he governnent wants it to be an international eco-tourismdestination”

She said residents affected by the devel opnent projects woul d be
rel ocated to | owcost housing areas and the projects were expected to
conmence during the nonsoon season when only a few tourists visited Ti onman
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