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By: R Ravi chandran

KUALA LUVPUR, Sept 26 (Bernama) -- Pal estine President Yasser Arafat's
life is in grave danger as the Israeli mlitary continues its siege of his
headquarters in the Wst Bank City of Ramallah, its Anbassador to Mal aysi a
Ahnmad Al Farra sai d today.

He said President Arafat and about 200 people who were holed up with
himin the building in Ramal |l ah were facing food and wat er shortage.

Electricity supply had al so been cut off to the presidential office and
they were unable to charge their nobil e phones, he said.

Ahmad said the Israeli mlitary had denolished all the buil dings
adj acent to the headquarters.

"And even his office is now not safe and can collapse anytine. His life
is in danger actually...when soneone is under siege and deprived of the
means to live...he is in danger."

"This is a very serious and dangerous situation,
during an interview.

The Israelis began their siege exactly one-week ago, after Pal estinian
sui ci de bonbers killed seven people in Israel. At least 1,564 Pal estinians
and about 600 Israelis had died in two years of Pal estinian uprising.

| srael had demanded that Arafat hand over about 50 people holed up in
the building which it clained as suspected nilitants.

Ahmad al so said that he would not rul e out the headquarters being
stornmed by the Israeli mlitary.

"I don't rule out anything...Sharon (Israeli Prine Mnister Ariel
Sharon) can do any and everything. Everything can be expected," he said.

"I tried to contact Arafat yesterday night but was unable to reach

he tol d Ber nama

hi m

The anbassador said he |ast spoke to Arafat on Friday when the
Pal estinian | eader al so spoke to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad requesting assistance to end the siege.

However, Ahmad said Arafat's fighting spirit was still very high
despite all the hardship and suffering being inflicted on himand his
peopl e.

"H's norale is very high," Ahmad said of the 73-year old Arafat who is
the synbol of the Pal estinian people in their struggle to end nore than 50
years of Israeli occupation and secure their homel and.

To a question, Ahmad said the | atest siege was different fromthe | ast
one a few nonths ago, as this time the Israeli mlitay had denolished al
t he buil di ngs around Arafat's headquarters.

"The US is saying Irag nust conply with all UN resolutions, but then
Israel is not inplenmenting the UN resolution demanding an end to the
si ege," he said.
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