01/ 03/ 2002
Dr M Pas has the right to exist, voice its views

Ram an sai d

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The Governnent does not intend to get rid of Pas
and rumours to this effect was started by the party to instil hatred
agai nst the authorities, Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad sai d today.

The Prime Mnister said it was also not true that the United States, as
part of its canpaign against terrorism had asked Malaysia to get rid of
Pas.

"There has been no such request fromthe US. There is no reason to get
rid of the party. Although some of its nenbers, including (Kelantan
Menteri Besar Datuk) Nik Aziz Nik Mat's son, Nik Adli, have been arrested
for involvement in mlitant activities, | think their actions are not
supported by the party."

He said Pas had the right to exist and voice its views as Mal aysia was a
denocratic country.

He said this in an interview with Arabic | anguage news channel, Al-
Jazeera Television, in London, early this norning. (Excerpts of the
i nterview on Pages 10 and 12.)

The Prime Mnister, who was on a five-day working visit to Britain, was
i nterviewed by presenter Ahnmed Mansour for the weekly talk show North
Frontiers, which was showed at prinme tine in Doha, Qatar

The 90-m nute programe, aired live in Arabic, carries interviews with
| eaders and influential people around the world, and was filned at various
| ocati ons.

Al -Jazeera becane fanmous following its reports on war against terrorism
Dr Mahathir was asked to comment on a wi de range of subjects, ranging
fromthe war against terrorism the functions of the O ganisation of the
Islamic Conference to the 1997 financial crisis and the role of ulama in

devel opnent.

Ahmed spent a considerable tine on reports in the Western nmedi a about
the Datuk Seri Anwar | brahimcase and the purported wealth amassed by the
Prime Mnister's children.

Dr Mahathir described the reports as an attenpt to "find fault to attack
t he Governnment".

"There are many reasons why they are doing this. In Anwar's case, they
clained the police and prosecutors have been bribed and are not
trustworthy in carrying out their duties.

"This is a deliberate attenpt to paint a bad picture of the Governnent
and al so a personal attack against ne."

Dr Mahathir said the prosecution had di scharged their duties well and
had acted on facts.

"It is not a conspiracy as clainmed by the Qpposition."

On his successor, Dr Mahathir said it would be his deputy, Datuk Seri
Abdul I ah Ahrmad Badawi .

"He is ny deputy. If | resign, he will replace ne."

The Prime Mnister said he had yet to decide whether to contest in the
2004 general election.

On when the decision woul d be nade, he said: "Wen the tinme cones. |
have to get the views of other (parties).”

The Prime M nister expressed confidence that the Barisan Nasional would
performwell in the next polls.

He was al so asked whether the US had nmade specific demands to Mal aysi a
on the war against terrorismand whether US President George W Bush had



given himan ultimtum as was the case with Pakistani President Pervez
Mushar r af .

"No specific demands were made. Bush did not issue the same ultinmatum
al t hough I was expecting it."

Foll owi ng the Sept 11 attacks on the US, Dr Mahathir said Ml aysia had
stated its readiness to conbat terrorism adding that Bush had thanked
Kual a Lunmpur for its stand during a tel ephone conversation

He said the Governnent rejected clains that Ml aysia had been used as a
| aunchi ng pad for the attacks, adding that no one had been able to provide
proof to substantiate such allegations.

On reports that the US was preparing to attack lraq, Dr Mahathir said a
change of any governnent should be for the benefit of its people and not
foreign countries.

He said nmethods adopted by the USin its war against terrorismwere
flawed as they failed to address the root of the problem which is
Pal estine-1sreal issue.

"As long as this issue is not resolved, they will not be able to
eradi cate terrorism"
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