06 SEP 2002
Pol i ce-Filipina
SPECI AL TEAM TO | NVESTI GATE ALLEGED RAPE ON FI LI PI NA

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 6 (Bernama) -- The federal CI D at Bukit Aman has
formed a special teamto investigate allegations that a 13-year-old
Filipina had been raped at a detention centre in Sabah.

CID Director Datuk Salleh Mat Somsai d the special teamwoul d be | ed by
the Princi pal Assistant Director of CI D (Special Investigations), ACP
Takbir Ahmad Nazir.

"W take the progress of the investigation very seriously,” he told
reporters after holding a discussion with the Consul -General at the
Phi | i ppi ne Enbassy here, Luiz T.Cruz, at the federal police headquarters at
Bukit Aman, today.

He said the investigation officer for the special teamwas DSP Yahya
Ram i who was bei ng assisted by officers fromthe Bukit Aman Legal and
Sexual Crines Division.

Sal | eh said the teamwoul d carry out detailed investigation on the
al | eged rape to ascertain whether it had any truth.

"We are focusing on the report fromthe team W have to confirm
whether it (the all eged rape) was true or otherw se," he said, addi ng t hat
the i nvestigati on was being carri ed out under Section 376 of the Penal Code
for raping a m nor.

He said police hoped to get the cooperation of the Philippine
government especially intracing the victi mwho was al |l eged t o have been
raped and to identify those involved in the incident.

Sal l eh sai d according to information received, the girl, identified as
Jawi na Song, was now i n Zanboanga City.

Asked about the tine frane for the conpletion of the investigation, he
sai d police hoped it would be conpl eted as soon as possi bl e as what the
Phi | i ppi ne governnent had hoped for.

"W hope the investigation will be conpl eted qui ckly and believe that
the Philippines also want it that way," he said.

Sal | eh sai d the note of conplaint on detention centres in Sabah by the
Phi | i ppi ne gover nnent mi ssion | ed by presidential advisor, Nur Jaafar,
woul d now becone the police official report and it would be investigated.

Two days ago, Philippine President d oria Macapagal Arroyo sent a
letter to Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad expressi ng her
regrets at the all egati ons of sexual harassnent by nenbers of the Ml aysi an
security forces on a Philippine girl at atenporary detention centre in
Kot a Ki nabal u.

Yest erday, Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia woul d i nvestigate the cl ai mand
those who had conmitted the crine woul d be taken to court.

Meanwhi | e, Takbir told reporters that the Bukit Aman special teamwas
set up to investigate the rape, which was al |l eged to have i nvol ved Sabah
pol i ce personnel, in a fair and i ndependent manner.

"We want to make sure it is fair and i ndependent," he said.

Fol l owi ng the al |l eged rape, Sabah Police Headquarters had al so set up a
speci al investigation team

Takbir al so hoped that the special investigation teamcould bring the
al | eged rape victimto Mal aysi a so that further investigation could be
carried out.
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