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By: Harlina Sanmson

TOKYO, Dec 13 (Bernamm) -- As Japan enjoys cordial relations with
super power nations, especially the United States, it can play a role by
correcting their negative perception of Muslins and | sl am Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d t oday.

The Prime M nister said Japan al so had a very good role to play in
correcting the inbal ances in the world, easing the anger of Muslins and
non- Musl i ms and persuading their allies to solve the probl emof oppression
of Musli s.

He said at present Japan was not a target of terror attacks.

"What we expect of Japan is to bal ance. You have no quarrel with the
Arabs, you have no quarrel with the Jews, you have no quarrel wth anybody
but you have to be rational and figure out why these things are happening, "
he tol d participants of a synposiumon |slamentitled "Islam Fostering
Peace and Di al ogue in an I nterdependent World," at the United Nations
Uni versity here.

He was asked during a dial ogue that foll owed as to what he expected
fromJapan and the role it could play in conbating terrori smand pronoting
di al ogue between Muslins and Non-Muslinms as the country has its own
personality, culture and beliefs.

Dr Mahathir fielded a wi de range of questions fromhis Japanese
audi ence whi ch was nuch interested in his views on regi onal and
international matters, Islam terrorismand civilisation.

The Prime Mnister believed that every action taken coul d have a reason
and the sanme thing was true of the Arabs, who were not terrorists before.

He said the Arabs, who were not terrorists before were today willing to
commit suicide in order to fight against the I sraelis or the Ameri cans,
because they felt that the Anericans, Jews and Europeans had been unjust to
them

"So, if Japan can persuade your friends in Europe and i n America that
wi || be good thing. You may i ncrease your security, you can i ncrease your
def ences but these are not the total answer. You have to do that but at the
same time you al so have to sol ve the probl emof the oppression of Muslins,"”
he said.

To anot her question, Dr Mahathir said the world had progressed nuch
faster than civilisation had progressed.

"Science has taken us very far ahead... new capabilities to do a | ot of
good as well as bad things but we are still relatively uncivilised," he
sai d.

Hurmanki nd had not kept pace with human scientific capabilities and
because of that there were tendencies for the strong to make use of their
strength and majority to domi nate.

Dr Mahathir gave an axanple and referred to the actions of the
Australian Prine M ni ster John Howard who want ed t o change i nt ernati onal
law to allow for pre-enptive strikes in other countries.

"If Australia suspects there are sone people in Ml aysia planning to
carry out attacks on Australia then the country has the right to take
actionin Malaysia... at that rate no country is going to feel safe," he
sai d.

Thi s showed that the thinking did not keep up with the capabilities and
with the newcapabilities for carrying out assassi nati on, one need not go
near to the person to shoot but just use guided m ssiles or unmanned



aircraft.

"That is your capability but what are your noral values. If you do
t hose things, your civilisation has not kept up with your capabilities.
That is why you see today a very unfair world," he added.
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